St Mary’s Church of England Primary School, Dover
5 Learning for life with God as our guide S
Friday, 23" October 2026

Our Christian Values
Peace; Friendship; Respect; Trust; Perseverance
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A Message from Mr Lamprell

What a wonderful first term we have had at St Mary’s CEP with the children demonstrating resilience,
perseverance and flourishing to be the best that they can possibly be! This term has certainly been
fulfilling with many learning opportunities completed.

Owl Enrichment Day!

The children (and staff!) were thrilled to have The UK Owl and Raptor Centre visit school this week.
This exciting enrichment event enabled the children to learn and see ‘live in action’ different species
of owls; pupils were then inspired to complete a variety of themed activities throughout the day.
Leading up to the event, the children became ‘curious learners’ and shared many thoughts as to
what they were hoping to expect and/or ask questions to our visitor on the day. A fantastic learning
opportunity enjoyed by all!
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Upcoming Parent-Teacher Consultations

As you will be aware from the letter sent out this week, details of next term’s parent-teacher
consultation meetings have been shared. These meetings will be held week beginning 16
November, and as always for convenience, we are offering an after-school or afternoon time slot.
Please do sign up to see your child’s class teacher. It is an excellent opportunity to discuss your
child’s learning, the progress they are making socially and academically, and browse through some
of their exercise books. We look forward to seeing you all there. If you have any questions regarding
this, please do ask.

Staff Training - s -
This week, staff received valuable training from Anaphylaxis
UK to strengthen our understanding of allergies and improve
our preparedness for potential allergic reactions and emergencies. The training has helped to
develop staff awareness of allergy management, recognising the signs of an allergic reaction and
understanding the importance of responding quickly and appropriately in an emergency. The safety
and well-being of all our children is our priority, and this training supports our continued
commitment to providing a safe, caring and inclusive environment.

anaphylaxis UK

Swimming

Class 6 completed their swimming lessons this term and | am thrilled to say all of the children made
fantastic progress with the vast majority of them now being able to confidently swim at least 25
metres and perform a safe self-rescue — congratulations to all involved in these achievements.

Class 5 start their school swimming lessons after the half term break. Learning to swimis a crucial
life skill and is a requirement of our National Curriculum, we expect all children to take part in these
lessons. | look forward to all of our children becoming confident swimmers!

Nursery Visits - Reception 2027!

Miss Graham has thoroughly enjoyed getting out into the community and meeting prospective
families at several of our local nurseries this week, this will continue throughout Term 2. Families
appreciated the opportunity to speak to Miss Graham, who shared information about our lovely
school.

It has been a pleasure to continue to show many families around school this week.
Do you have a child born between 1st September 2022 and 31st August 2023?

If so, they will be eligible to start school in September 2027. We invite families to book an appointment to
come and have a look around our school at a time that is convenient. Please do spread the word to anyone
you know with a child of the right age.

| wish you all a restful and enjoyable half term break. Thank you all for your continued support as
families and school work in partnership to support the children’s learning and development.
Monday 2"¢ November is a staff training day and therefore the children are not required to be in
school on this day. All pupils are due back in school on Tuesday 37 November for the start of Term
2 - | look forward to seeing you all then.

Mr Matthew Lamprell - Headteacher
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Spotlight on SEND....

Supporting Children’s Emotional Wellbeing and Resilience (’.:

Helping children understand their feelings and develop positive ways to cope with life's ups and downs
is an important part of growing up. There are lots of useful websites available to support children and
their families with emotional wellbeing, mental health and resilience.

We would like to share three helpful resources that offer advice, activities and support for children,
young people and their families.

Kent Resilience Hub

The Kent Resilience Hub provides information, advice and support for children, young people, parents,
carers and professionals. It offers helpful guidance on building resilience, managing emotions and
supporting children through challenges - https://kentresiliencehub.org.uk/

MoodSpark

MoodSpark is a website created by young people, for young people. It offers fun activities, useful
information and resources to help children and young people understand their feelings, look after
their emotional wellbeing and build resilience - https://moodspark.org.uk/

Soluna by Kooth

Soluna offers free, safe and anonymous online mental health support for children and young people.
The website includes self-help resources, a supportive online community and access to trained
counsellors, helping young people find support when they need it - https://solunaapp.com/uk

Family Challenge: Take Time to Talk!
This week, we encourage all families to take 10 minutes together to talk about feelings and wellbeing.

e Ask your child, "What has made you feel happy or proud this week?”
e Talk about what helps them when they feel worried, sad or frustrated.
e Explore one of the websites above together and choose a helpful activity or resource to try.

Remember, every feeling matters, and it is okay to ask for help. By talking openly, listening to one
another and knowing where to find support, we can help our children grow in confidence and build
resilience.

Mrs Charlotte Burkett - SENCO

Go with the FLO...

| have had a truly incredible first term at St Mary’s and want to say a big thank you to everyone who has
welcomed me to the school, and helped me settle into my role. We really do have the best children and families
here at St Mary’s.

As we now enter half term you may be looking for some fun to fill the autumn days, so | have put together a
little guide to local events happening in and around Dover.

Here are a couple of fantastic extra free activities you can add to your family calendar:

Thursday, 29th October Saturday, 315t October
Roman Painted House Family Activities Dover Library Children's Crafts
Get hands-on with local history by crafting Roman A festive, warm indoor drop-in craft morning perfect

helmets and designing soldier sheets. A great drop-in for children aged 4 to 11.

activity for the daytime! Time: 10:30 AM - 12:30 PM

Time: 10:00am—4:00pm Location: Dover Library, Market Square
Location: Roman Painted House, New Street, Dover Cost: FREE

Cost: FREE

Have a safe, fun, and restful half-term week and see you all next term!

Miss Lisa Graham — Family Liaison Officer
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Congratulations go to the following Learners of the Week: v‘ » g ‘

St Mary's CEP School
Class R—-Turtles Class Learner of the Week is Juan! Juan comes into school every |- ‘_\Lea';'
day with a smile on his face ready to learn. He enjoys sharing his ideas on the | % &=Z500 5 22 |
carpet and getting busy with his friends. This week he has wowed us with his super ﬁ? W—eek&
counting in maths, where he could recognise numbers to 5! Well done Juan! b= -

Class 1 — Starfish Class Learner of the Week is Michal! Michal has been showing
all our school values, especially perseverance and respect. He has been especially determined when
working on his English, making sure to include capital letters and question marks when writing our
sentences and using his sound mat for spellings. Well done Michal - you're a star!

Class 2 — EVERYONE in Otters Class are our Learners of the Week for their fantastic efforts and positive
attitudes! They have been trying their best in their learning, showing enthusiasm and working hard to
complete their tasks. The children demonstrated wonderful behaviour during our special Owl Visit this
week, sitting quietly and listening carefully. The showed great respect during the visit. Well done everyone
—we are all so very proud of you!

Class 3 — Judith is our Learner of the Week in Puffins Class as she has worked incredibly hard in every task
she has completed. She has shown great skills in Maths, particularly when using the column method to add
and subtract, and produced a brilliant recount about our owl workshop in English. Judith is always ready to
learn, listens carefully to instructions and consistently follows our school rules. She is a kind and thoughtful
member of our class who always shows lovely manners towards others. She is a pleasure to have in our
classroom, and we are so proud of the effort and positive attitude she shows every day. Keep up the
amazing work!

Class 4 — Our Learner of the Week in Penguins Class is Noah as he has had a fantastic first term in Year 4!
Noah always focuses well on his learning by listening carefully and completing tasks with care. He has
recently produced an excellent non-fiction text, using all of the relevant features. In Mathematics, he has
made great progress in our unit of work on addition and subtraction. This week Noah responded really well
to our 'Owl Day' by writing a very creative haiku poem and making a lovely clay model. Noah's behaviour in
school is excellent and he demonstrates our Christian values every day! Well done Noah - Keep believing
in yourself!

Class 5 —Cayden is our Learner of the Week in Orcas Class as he is a truly kind, considerate and empathetic
member of our school community. His willingness to offer a helping hand, show compassion and support
to his peers makes him a wonderful role model. We are incredibly proud of the positive difference he makes
to those around him — keep being your wonderful self Cayden!

Class 6 — Omar is Seahorses Class Learner of the Week for the wonderful effort he has demonstrated in all
aspects of Year 6. Omar has had a wonderful, calm and helpful attitude, and has completed all work asked
of him. He has impressed us with his wonderful mathematical ability, and wowed us with his writing. Omar’s
general behaviour has been most impressive, showing a more mature and calmer attitude. A wonderful
week! Well done Omar!

Collective Worship U SePie o] Y
at St Mary’s CEP School, Dover p' W (A ok "‘é". |
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This week our theme for Collective Worship has been kindness - we s’: 1‘
started by reflecting on the story of 'The Good Samaritan'. 3 3
Kindness is i

We considered who helped the injured man lying on the road to l‘
Damascus and who walked on by. The children came up with theirown *
ideas of how they could be kind to others. We then thought about the
theme of 'paying kindness forward' to others and how this can spread
kindness 'far and wide'.
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Admission to

Primary school
in Kent 2027

KCC residents apply online at For children born between

. . o 1 Sept ber 2022
kent.gov.uk/primaryadmissions and 31 August 2023

Opens Friday 6 November 2026 and closes at ~ ansferringto Primary school

Sd. 5 3 in September 2027
midnight on Friday 15 January 2027 g
Whattodo
Choose a school Apply for a school place Receiving your offer

It's impertant to find out more about A simple, fast, convenient process which opens  On offer day (Friday 16 April 2027) an email
the schoals you are interested In Friday 6 November 2026 and closes at midnight  will be sent to you informing you of your offer.

before you decide to name them on  on Friday 15 January 2027, Other LA deadlines Vi Bapt o dicin theithioat siace

G A may differ. you have been offered by Friday 30 April 2027,
Read the guide to Primary You will first need to set up an online account. A link to a guide with information you will need to
admissions at www. kent.gov.uk/ The applicant is you, the parent/carer; you will provide the school with will be in your offer email.
primaryadmisstons. then need to add your child's details before

If it has not been possible to offer your child a

starting an application. You will receive a place in your preferred school, you have the right

You can name up to three Primary

schoots, inside or outside of Kent. but confirmation email that your application has to appeal. You can also add their name to the
you must name them all on the same  Deen correctly submitced school's waiting list.
application, You can log back in at any time to view the

information submitted.
Moving house during the application window will likely complicate your application and we therefore advise you to pay special attention
to key dates in the admissions process. KCC has no discretionary authority to vary the process for parents who cannot complete address
moves in time to make use of them for admissions purposes. If you are moving, please email the team on one of the email addresses below
for advice.

Keydates

-Friday 6 November 2026 Online a;;)licatjon process opens. Go to www,kent.gov,uklprimaryedmissions to register and apply.

Friday 15January 2027 Online application process closes for the main round. Any amendments after this date must be emailed
to kentonlineadmissions@kent.gov.uk

Friday 16 April 2027 Offers of school places sent to parents via emall after 4pm.

Friday 30 April 2027 Parents should contact the school to accept/refuse the place that has been offered and can use the 2
link in the offer email to ask for their child to be added to the waiting list of schools named on the
original application.

Wﬁd:y 17 May 2027 Appeals need to be lodged by this date to be heard before September — appeals information can be
found at www.kent.goyv.uk/schoolappeals. You can only appeal for schools that were named on the
application form.

Needhelp?

Email primaryadmissions@kent.gov.uk

Full information boolkdet can also be viewed online at kentgov.uldprimaryadmissions

Only one application per pupil will be accepred. If you apply enline, do not complete

any other form of application, Keep your login details safe and use your registered email address for all
communication with the team.

The confirmation email may go to your junk/spam folder of your email ~ please check here before contacting our
team for confirmation.

Please note applications can only be made via Kent County Counci (KCC) if the child resides ata KCC address,
If your child does not reside at a KCC address, you must make an application via your Local Authority.




Admission to

Primary school
i n Ke nt 2 O 2 7 September 2022

and 31 August 2023,
Transferring to Primary

Common misconceptions R

You must still apply using the online application

Attending a nursery or pre-school

: 5 portal at:

will automatically guarantee your 8 :,-,_, il z N mm.',.’ JJ‘: )
: - b A S 0 v 4] n_ YR

child a space at the associated o

school. Nurseries and primary schools are not linked

for admissions purposes.

—a . . You must still apply using the online application
A sibling attending the school will portal at: ‘ e

automatically guarantee your child
a space at the same school.

* If el:gnblc your apphcauon may be considered under a
school’s ‘sibling’ oversubscription criteria,

You must still apply using the online application

portal at: e
.m._nmwapm yadm

Children do not automatically transfer to a junior school.
Admissions are ranked according to the school's admission
criteria, including any linked school arrangements.

Attending an infant school will
automatically guarantee a space
for your child at the linked junior
school.

issions @)

1 www.kent.gov.uk/primaryadmissions

Need help? Kent B¥-)
Email primaryadmissions@kent.gov.uk »

Full information boolklet can also be viewed online at kent.gov.uk/primaryadmissions Sg&?‘g‘!




After School Wraparound Care
A message from Olympus Learning Collective

We offer our wrap-around care with flexible collection times
and pricing:

e Until 4:15pm — £5.50
e Until 5:00pm — £10.00 (includes a hot snack)
e Until 5:45pm — £14.00 (includes a hot snack)

To help us manage places effectively, all sessions should be
booked in advance using our online booking system
(Olympuslc.magicbooking.co.uk).

This can be accessed by scanning the QR code on the image
below, and we will also provide a simple step-by-step guide to
support you.

Same-day bookings online can be made up until 11:00am.
After this time, availability cannot be guaranteed.

If you need to request a booking after this time, please
contact us on:

07879 755588 / stmarys@olympuslearningcollective.co.uk

Please note that responses may not be immediate, as
messages can take time to be received and processed.

We continue to accept Tax-Free Childcare, which can save
you up to 20% on fees. We also work alongside Universal
Credit, allowing eligible families to claim back a portion of
childcare costs.

Manage all bookings online

3 Sessions to choose from
Monday-Friday
15:10 -16:15
15:10 <17:00 (Hot snack included)
15:10 -17:45 (Hot snack included)

55.50
S10.00
14,00

Tax Free Childcare Save 20%

Please visit

http://olympusic.magicbooking.co.uk/

to register your child and book your sessions

Thought for the Week

“Never stop trying.
Never stop believing.
Never give up. Your

day will come.”

PE Days - Term 2 2026
e Year R - Thursday
e Year 1- Tuesday & Friday
e Year 2 - Thursday & Friday
e Year 3 - Tuesday & Wednesday
e Year 4 - Monday & Wednesday
e Year 5 - Wednesday (P.E.) &
Friday (Swimming)
e Year 6 - Monday & Thursday

Term 2 2026

Monday, 2" November 2026
Secondary School Applications Close at
Midnight
Staff Development Day - SCHOOL CLOSED
TO PUPILS

Tuesday, 3" November 2026
Poppy Appeal Merchandise Available (3
November to 13" November)
Create & Chill Club-Year3, 4,5&6
Lego Club-Year1 &2

Wednesday, 4" November 2026:
Class 6 Trip

Thursday, 5™ November 2026:
Class 3 & Class 4 Local Visit
Class 4 Ukulele
Gardening Club-Year3, 4,5&6
Times Table Rock Stars Club - Year 3, 4, 5 & 6

Friday, 6" November 2026:
Primary School Applications Open
FOREST SCHOOL
Morning — Class 1
Afternoon - Class 4
Class 5 - Swimming
Football Club-Yr4, 5 &6



http://olympuslc.magicbooking.co.uk/
mailto:stmarys@olympuslearningcollective.co.uk
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Enjoy Kent MORE with

What's On in Kent
and
Quiz Tralls
What's on in Kent ..
Making it super easy to find
events going on in Kentl

Download our app
or
visit our website
www, whatsoninkent.com

James told us ... "Great app, «

@ and found 10 (WCQ DWW

attend. Waoudd defindtely fecomeased

Easy to enter our Free Prize Draw
- You've got to be in it to win it!
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' Quiz Trails Making
Quiz o History an Adventure!
Trail

Quiz Trails ...
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tor all agws .. and lots of fun®

Hove a look at our websitel
www.guiztraf.couk
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Quiz Trails are an 'Approved Activity'
for the Children's Universitysu!
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Quiz Trakls are low-cost entectainment for ALL ages. Only £5.99 far the whole
family to enjoy an adventure together. Mums, Dads, Grandma's, Granddad's,
Aunties, Uncles and all cara-givers can all share one copy.




Lunch Menu - Week One
Week Beginning Monday, 2" November 2026
PLEASE BE ADVISED, LUNCH ON TUESDAY 3 NOVEMBER WILL BE:
Mac & cheese or Mediterranean pasta
Garlic dough balls, peas & sweetcorn medley or salad
Flapjack
Jacket potato’s will also be available (with beans and / or cheese)
If you pay for your child’s cooked lunch, the cost will be £2.75 a day. This payment will be made directly to the school and
must be paid for in advance. Please note payment details below:
Name of Account - KCC RE DOVER ST MARY'S CHURCH OF ENGLAND PRIMARY SCHOOL
Sort Code - 60-60-08

Account Number - 83294082
Reference - [Child’s Name] Lunch
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Medication in School

If your child requires medication throughout the school day, please hand this in at the office and complete a
Parental Agreement for the Administration of Medicines form. Please do not send any medication to school with
your child, or in their school bag.

Please also be advised, antibiotics can only be administered by the office if they are to be taken four times a day.

Follow these links to our website and social As always, please don’t hesitate to make contact via
media email or telephone with any queries, comments or

concerns you may have.
https://www.st-marys-dover.kent.sch.uk/

Matthew Lamprell — Headteacher
https://www.facebook.com/St-Marys-C-of-E- office@stmarysprimary.net - 01304 206887
Primary-School-820857021275490/
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