
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

  

St Mary’s Church of England Primary School, Dover 
 

Learning for life with God as our guide 
 

Friday, 9th January 2026  

A Message from Mrs Comfort 
 

Welcome to 2026!  
I hope that this new term and new calendar year finds you all well, it has been good to have everyone back at 
school this week.  
 

January is a good time to look ahead and to set some personal goals for the new year. I note that 
2026 is the National Year of Reading ‘with a focus of reconnecting reading with the things that 
already inspire us – from playlists and football matches to films, food and family time. It’s reading 
that fits how we live, not the other way around’. 

 

You will know how we already work to promote a love of reading with all members of our school 
community. I look forward to us being further supported in this work by the ideas and materials 

Within https://goallin.org.uk/ which includes information aimed at supporting families as well as schools, you 
may like to have a look. 
 

Class 3 Library Visit 
Speaking of reading, Class 3 were the first of our classes in 2026 to visit our local town library, wrapping up warm 
the children and staff walked to the library on Tuesday. Miss Sayer reports ‘Class 3 thoroughly enjoyed their visit 
to Dover Library this week. They spent time exploring the new space and discovering a wide range of book genres 
before selecting a book to borrow and bring back to school. The children are excited to continue reading their books 
in class and look forward to swapping them with their peers.’   
 

A Chilly Wind… 
Temperatures have dropped significantly this week as you will all have noticed! Children need gloves, hats and 
scarves as well as a coat to help to keep them warm at breaktime and to and from school.  
 

PE  
PE lessons for all classes have already started. This term everyone will be learning gymnastic skills in the school 
hall. For gymnastic lessons children need a t-shirt (either in their house colour or plain white) as well as shorts. 
The children will work in bare feet.  They may wear soft-soled plimsolls if preferred but not trainers – please be 
advised of this.  
 

PE is an important part of the curriculum, thank you for your support with ensuring that your child has what they 
need in order to take part. As always, if you are struggling to manage this please do speak with Debbie Morris, 
our Family Liaison Officer. 
 

Parking 
It has come to my attention that some cars are parking on the pathway of Laureston Place at the end of the 
school day at dismissal time - this poses a hazard to pedestrians who are unable to walk on the pavement freely. 
Please do use the car parking bays on Laureston Place or surrounding streets; in addition, St James Retail Park 
is only a short walk away where you can park - please click on the link for further details: https://www.stjames-
dover.co.uk/car-parking/  
 

We do regularly liaise with Dover District Council regarding this matter, who ensure that Parking Officers will be 
present, when available. I thank you to all our families who do park appropriately; this helps to keep our school 
community safe.  
 

 

Our Christian Values 
Peace; Friendship; Respect; Trust; Perseverance 

 
    

 

https://goallin.org.uk/
https://www.stjames-dover.co.uk/car-parking/
https://www.stjames-dover.co.uk/car-parking/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Learner of the Week 

Congratulations go to the following Learners of the Week: 
 

Class R – Turtles Class Learner of the Week is Isla!  Isla always shows a really 

positive attitude towards all of her learning and enjoys sharing her ideas on the 

carpet.  She is a kind friend to others and loves to help around the class.  This 

week she has amazed us with her super singing – well done Isla! 
 

Class 1 – Our Learner of the Week in Starfish Class is Melissa K!  Melissa is always happy to be in 

our classroom and she is a good friend to others.  She has shown great effort to improve her 

writing this week, and has tried really hard to form her letters accurately.  In maths, Melissa is 

working hard to practise counting numbers to 20.  Well done Melissa – keep up the hard work! 
 

Class 2 – Joseph is our Learner of the Week in Otters Class for the fantastic progress he has 

made!  Joseph has shown great determination by coming into school happily and with 

confidence.  He takes pride in his responsibility of collecting the lunch register, and always 

completes his job sensibly and independently.  Joseph is polite, kind and tries his best with all his 

work.  Well done Joseph! 
 

Class 3 – Puffins Class Learner of the Week is Arthur as he has had a fantastic start to Term 3!  

Arthur has worked tirelessly in all lessons and consistently demonstrates a strong work ethic and 

determination to succeed.  Arthur is a polite, kind and enthusiastic member of our classroom 

community.  He is always ready to learn and approaches each day with a positive, helpful 

attitude.  Keep up the brilliant work Arthur! 
 

Class 4 – Sana is our Learner of the Week in Penguins Class as she has demonstrated a positive 

attitude to the new themes and topics introduced this term.  She has really enjoyed reading 

and discussing the story of Perilous in English, and has developed her multiplication and division 

skills in maths.  Sana has been extremely helpful supporting a new member of Penguins Class 

and we are all really impressed with how she responded to this special responsibility.  Well done 

Sana! 
 

Class 5 – Orcas Class Learner of the Week has displayed our school’s Christian values of 

friendship and peace.  They are inherently kind and thoughtful to their peers, and it is a pleasure 

to have them in our class.  We hope you believe in yourself as much as we do!  Keep being 

amazing! 
 

Class 6 – Leo is our Learner of the Week in Seahorses Class for the brilliant effort he has made to 

be in class this week!  We have been so impressed with the quality of work he has produced, 

having written his own 4-chapter novel in addition to completing class work.  Leo has read the 

class text fantastically, and has contributed confident answers in maths, showing his new and 

accurate knowledge of algebra.  An amazing week Leo – well done! 
 

 

Shout Out for Harley 
Hugh congratulations to Harley in Otters Class for his generous donations of toys to Dover 
Foodbank!  Harley has been presented with a certificate from the Food Bank for bringing joy 
and happiness to children in the local area.  Well done Harley – you are a fantastic example of 
kindness and community spirit! 
 

Reception Class 2026 
Applications for our new class of Reception children who will start in September must be made by Thursday, 15th 
January 2026. Lots of families have already expressed an interest with many coming to visit our school over 
recent weeks.  
 

Do spread the word to anyone you know with a child born between 1st September 2021 and 31st August 2022 
and encourage them to book in a time to meet with Mr Lamprell. 
 

Wishing you all a good weekend. 
 

Mrs Helen Comfort – Executive Headteacher 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Collective Worship at St Mary’s CEP School, Dover 
 

The children returned from the Christmas Break in fine voice, as they contributed well in this 

week's Collective Worships and Singing Worship.  
 

Mr Lamprell started the week off sharing our school's Christian Values, three key rules and termly 

targets. The pupils were able to provide excellent examples of how they can demonstrate our 

school values and rules, and how they can continue to flourish and progress in their learning. 
 

Revd Melissa delivered an engaging Worship that focused on Epiphany. 6th January is the 

celebration in the Christian calendar called Epiphany - this is when the Christian church 

remembers the wise men visiting Jesus. Epiphany comes from Greek and means 'manifestation'; 

Christians believe that it celebrates the revelation of God as his Son as human in Jesus Christ. 

The wise men came from lands far away from Bethlehem to bring gifts to Jesus - I wonder how 

they felt during this time? I wonder what gifts you give to someone special to you? 
 

Today's Collective Worship was full of praise and positivity with many awards shared - well done 

to all the children for their fantastic effort in the first week back. 
 

Spotlight on SEND… 
 

We are pleased to invite you to our upcoming Kent Adult Education course, 
'Family Language'. 
 

This course is for parents and carers whose first language is not English to practise speaking, 
listening, reading and writing, and to improve your English to cope with everyday situations.   You 
will also discover how English is taught in schools in the UK. 
 

Our fun and practical course will improve your English and make daily tasks easier, build confidence 
and help make new friends. 
 

The course is open to all parents/carers and will be hosted at St Mary's CEP between 1:00pm and 
3:00pm each Wednesday between 14th January and 4th February 2026. 
 

Please do not hesitate to contact the school office if you would like to join our Family Language course. 
 

Mrs Charlotte Burkett - SENCO 
 

Go with the Flo… 
 

Our school setting is part of Operation Encompass which is a national scheme that 
operates jointly between schools and police forces. 
 

Operation Encompass is the reporting to schools, prior to the start of the next school day, when a child or 
young person has experienced domestic abuse. 
 

As a school setting we have ensured that a member of our Designated Safeguarding Lead team will be trained 
in the Operation Encompass procedures allowing us to then use the information that has been shared, in 
confidence, to support the child/ren in our care.   
 

The Domestic Abuse Act 2021 identifies children who experience domestic abuse as victims of domestic abuse 
in their own right.  
 

On 24 May 2024 Royal Assent was granted to The Victims and Prisoners Act. The Act placed Operation 
Encompass into Law.  
 

This places a statutory obligation on police forces to share Operation Encompass notifications with school 
settings. 
 

We are keen to offer the best support possible to all our pupils and through Operation Encompass we will be 
able to provide the best possible support to our children. 

Mrs Debbie Morris – Family Liaison Officer 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thought for the Week 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Term 3 2026 
 

Monday 12th January: 
Dodgeball Club – Year 4, 5 & 6 

 

Tuesday 13th January: 
Drama Club – Year 1, 2 & 3 

Football Club – Year 4, 5 & 6 
Class 4 Local Visit 

 

Wednesday 14th January: 
Kent Adult Education ‘Family Language’ Course – 1:00pm – 3:00pm 

Class 3 History Workshop 
Art Club – Year 1, 2 & 3 

 

Thursday 15th January: 
September 2026 Primary School Applications Close at Midnight 

Class 4 Ukulele 
Little Engineers Club – Year R, 1 & 2 

Computing Club – Year 3, 4, 5 & 6 
 

Friday 16th January: 
Class 6 Family Collective Worship 

Forest School: Class 1 – morning / Class 4 – afternoon 
Archery Club – Year 1, 2 & 3 

 

 

 

Wraparound Care 
To register or book, please use the link below: 

 

https://jackinabox.magicbooking.co.uk/Identity/Ac
count/Login 

 

Breakfast Club at St Mary’s CEP, Dover 
 

Breakfast Club starts at 8:00am and breakfast is 

served until 8:25am, and all children are then 

supervised in the hall until 8:40am.   

 

Bookings can be made termly or weekly as required. 

We will try to be as flexible as we can where places 

are available, but bookings should be with us 24 

hours in advance of when you require the service.  
 

 

 

https://jackinabox.magicbooking.co.uk/Identity/Account/Login
https://jackinabox.magicbooking.co.uk/Identity/Account/Login


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As always, please don’t hesitate to make contact via email or 
telephone with any queries, comments or concerns you may have. 

 

Helen Comfort - Executive Headteacher 
Matthew Lamprell – Headteacher 

office@stmarysprimary.net - 01304 206887 
 
 

Lunch Menu – Week Two 
Week Beginning Monday, 12th January 2026 

 

If you pay for your child’s cooked lunch, the cost will be £2.75 a day.  This payment will be made directly to the school and 
must be paid for in advance.   Please note payment details below: 

 

Name of Account - KCC RE DOVER ST MARY'S CHURCH OF ENGLAND PRIMARY SCHOOL 
Sort Code - 60-60-08 

Account Number - 83294082 
Reference – [Child’s Name] Lunch 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Follow these links to our website and social media 
 

https://www.st-marys-dover.kent.sch.uk/ 
 

https://www.facebook.com/St-Marys-C-of-E-Primary-
School-820857021275490/ 

 

 
 
 
 

 

A polite reminder that, for the health 
and safety of our children, we kindly 

request that hot food and drinks 
are not permitted in pupils' lunchboxes. 

If you have any questions regarding 
this, please do contact the school 

office. Thank you for your 
understanding. 

 

Medication in School 
 

If your child requires medication throughout the 
school day, please hand this in at the office and 

complete a Parental Agreement for the Administration 
of Medicines form.  Please do not send any 

medication to school with your child, or in their school 
bag. 

 
Please also be advised, antibiotics can only be 

administered by the office if they are to be taken four 
times a day. 

 

mailto:office@stmarysprimary.net
https://www.st-marys-dover.kent.sch.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/St-Marys-C-of-E-Primary-School-820857021275490/
https://www.facebook.com/St-Marys-C-of-E-Primary-School-820857021275490/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


