
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

  

St Mary’s Church of England Primary School, Dover 
 

Learning for life with God as our guide 
 

Friday, 19th December 2025  

A Message from Mrs Comfort 
 

It’s Christmas! 
There has been no let-up in our Christmas celebrations which have continued this week at a pace in this final 
week of the term! 
 

Key Stage Two Carol Service at St Mary’s Church 
On Tuesday afternoon, Key Stage 2 families joined us at St Mary’s Church for our annual Key Stage 2 Carol 
Service. The children presented songs and readings all in the re-telling of the Christmas story. The staff and 
children had worked hard to prepare this and their work paid off as the singing was delightful and the readings 
and prayers were delivered clearly and with confidence. We were happy to have so many family members join 
us for this festive event. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Christmas Lunch and Jumper Day 
Our jumper-clad tummies were very nicely filled with our school Christmas lunch on Wednesday! We all looked 
the part in our festive woollies and were very thankful to Lorna and Corrie for their hard work in preparing such 
a special lunch for us all. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Party Time! 
All classes enjoyed their party time in the hall on Thursday followed by party tea together; a great festive time. 
 
 
 

 

Our Christian Values 
Peace; Friendship; Respect; Trust; Perseverance 

 
    

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thought for the Week 

 

 

Collective Worship at St Mary’s CEP School, Dover 
 

As Term 2 comes to an end, the children continued to engage 
enthusiastically in our Collective Worships; it really does provide 
an opportunity for the whole school to come together to have a 
moment of stillness and reflect. 
 

The week started off superbly well with our children practising 
for their Christmas Carol Concert and then presenting it - this 
was an amazing event, and I thank those families who attended 
at St Mary's Church.  
 

Revd. Melissa explained how Christians remember the birth of 
Jesus. Christians believe that the journey would have taken 
Mary and Joseph 4-5 days to travel to Bethlehem; I wonder how 
they showed perseverance during this long journey? In addition, 
the pupils spoke about the role that the wise men had. The wise 
men travelled approximately 800 miles from Persia to 
Bethleham to give Jesus gifts and worship him. I wonder how 
Mary must have felt when the wise men came to adore her 
child? 
 

Finally, Term 2 was 'wrapped-up' in style as a range of awards 
were given to the children - well done and congratulations to all!  

 

Year 2 Library Visit 
Class 2 wrapped up this term’s visits to Dover Library. Ms 
Phengphachanh reports ‘This week, Class 2 enjoyed their first visit to the 
newly refurbished library. The children were excited to explore the lovely 
new space and took time to look around and discover the wide range of 
books available. They also had the opportunity to choose books to take 
back to school and learned how to use the scanner to borrow them. It was 
a wonderful visit, and everyone is looking forward to returning again 
soon.’ 
 

Singing in our Local Community 
This week class 3 and 4 visited two local residential care homes to sing 
some Christmas Carols and spread some joy!  The children were all 
dressed in Christmas jumpers and sang their hearts out, singing classic 
carols to the residents.  The residents of Laureston Place and Alexandra 
House care homes joined in with the singing and enjoyed the festivities. 
 

Thank you 
As 2025 draws to a close I would like to take this opportunity to thank the staff and children for their hard work 
during 2025, I would also like to thank our families for their ongoing support. I look forward to 2026 and all that 
will be achieved during the year.  
 

Reception Class 2026 
Do you have a child born between 1st September 2021 and 31st August 2022?  If so they will be eligible to 
start school in September 2026.  
 

Primary applications are now open, and close at midnight on Thursday, 15th January 2026 
Information regarding the application process can be found in this newsletter 

 

We invite families to book an appointment to come and have a look around our school at a time to suit. We have 
been overwhelmed with the number of New Intake Tours that Mr Lamprell has carried out already and are really 
pleased to meet with these families. Please remember to contact the office on 01304 206887 / 
office@stmarysprimary.net if you, or anyone you know, has a child due to start school. 
 

Return to School 
The new term starts for children on Monday, 5th January 2026 – I look forward to seeing you all then and to 
welcoming in the new year. 
 

On behalf of all of the staff I would like to offer the very best Christmas wishes to you all. 
 

Mrs Helen Comfort – Executive Headteacher 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GOLDEN MANNER POINTS 
 

1st – Class R – 125 points 

2nd – Class 4 – 120 points 

3rd – Class 3 – 117 points 

 

 

Learner of the Week 

Congratulations go to the following Learners of the Week: 
 

Class R – ALL OF TURTLES CLASS are our Learners of the Week for an amazing term of learning!  

You are all superstars and Mrs Tomkinson and Mrs Cassingena are so proud of you!  Well done 

Turtles! 
 

Class 1 – Starfish Class Learner of the Week is Charlie!  Charlie is always happy in the classroom 

and is a good friend to others.  He has remained calm in a very busy week of festive fun and 

has tried really hard when completing class tasks and Christmas craft activities.  Well done for a 

super school attitude Charlie! 
 

Class 2 – Our Learner of the Week in Otters Class is Hannah as she has demonstrated excellent 

focus and engagement in her learning; consistently sharing thoughtful and creative ideas.  

Hannah showed particular strength in literacy, using imaginative language and structure.  Keep 

making us proud Hannah! 
 

Class 3 – Puffins Class Learner of the Week is Aleena!  Aleena tries her best with everything she 

does and is a pleasure to have in our class.  She comes to school with a smile on her face every 

day, and is a kind and caring friend.  Well done Aleena – a brilliant week! 
 

Class 4 – Aria is Penguins Class Learner of the Week as she is a cheerful and positive member of 

our class, who is enthusiastic about all aspects of school life.  Aria presented some really 

inventive ideas for our recent ‘Big Write’ and made a fantastic effort when shaping these into 

persuasive text.  She read beautifully in the church service, and should be really proud of herself.  

Well done Aria! 
 

Class 5 – Our Learner of the Week in Orcas Class is Jay as he displayed our school’s Christian 

value of perseverance during our Christmas carol service.  It can be easy to give up when things 

are tough, however, Jay showed trust in the adults and should be as proud of himself as we are!  

Well done Jay – you are amazing! 
 

Class 6 – Marley is our Learner of the week for the wonderful attitude he has demonstrated 

towards all of his learning.  We are extremely proud of Marley’s successes since starting Year 6, 

and his attitude towards school.  His vocabulary and sentence structure are impressive and he 

is now keener to show this on paper.  A wonderful attitude Marley – well done! 
 

 

HOUSE POINTS 
 

1st – FISHER – 178 Points 

2nd – RAMSEY – 163 Points 

3rd – TEMPLE – 157 Points 

4th – LANG – 135 Points 
 

 

Spotlight on SEND… 
 

Is English your second language?  We are pleased to invite you to our upcoming Kent Adult Education course, 
'Family Language'. 
 

This course is for parents and carers whose first language is not English to practise speaking, listening, reading 
and writing. Improve your English to cope with everyday situations and find out how English is taught in 
schools in the UK. 
 

Join our fun and practical course to improve your English, make daily tasks easier, build confidence and make 
new friends. 
 

The course is open to all parents/carers and will be hosted at St Mary's CEP between 1:00pm and 3:00pm each 
Wednesday between 14th January and 4th February 2026. 
 

Please contact the school office for further information. 
 

Mrs Charlotte Burkett - SENCO 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Go with the Flo… 

Family Line - Support for your families  
 

The holiday season can be challenging for some families, from childcare pressures to financial worries. 
FamilyLine is there to help with free emotional support and practical guidance via phone, text, email, or live 

chat for anyone over 18. 
 

Opening hours: 
Mon–Fri: 9:00am – 7:00pm (9:00am – 5:00pm on 24th, 27th & 31st Dec) 

Closed: 25th, 26th Dec & 1st Jan 
 

Outside these hours, support is available via SHOUT text crisis line. 
Contact: Phone: 0808 802 6666 / Text: 07537 404 282 

Email: familyline@family-action.org.uk 
Website: family-action.org.uk/familyline 

 

Mrs Debbie Morris – Family Liaison Officer 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

Christmas Eve Service 

4:00pm 
 

St Mary’s Church 

Cannon Street, Dover 
 

Christingle service and 

building the crib 
 

A traditional Christmas service 

for the whole family. Join us for 

some festive fun as we celebrate 

Jesus being born and his light 

shining into the world. 

 

mailto:familyline@family-action.org.uk
http://family-action.org.uk/familyline


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Term 3 2026 
 

Monday 5th January: 
FIRST DAY OF TERM 3 

 

Tuesday 6th January: 
Class 3 Local Visit 

 

Wednesday 7th January: 
 

Thursday 8th January: 
Class 4 Ukulele 

 

Friday 9th January: 
Forest School: 

Reception Class – morning 
Class 6 - afternoon 

 

 

 

Wraparound Care 
To register or book, please use the link below: 

 

https://jackinabox.magicbooking.co.uk/Identity/Acc
ount/Login 

 

Breakfast Club at St Mary’s CEP, Dover 
 

Breakfast Club starts at 8:00am and breakfast is 

served until 8:25am, and all children are then 

supervised in the hall until 8:40am.   

 

Bookings can be made termly or weekly as required. 

We will try to be as flexible as we can where places 

are available, but bookings should be with us 24 

hours in advance of when you require the service.  
 

 

 

 

 

https://jackinabox.magicbooking.co.uk/Identity/Account/Login
https://jackinabox.magicbooking.co.uk/Identity/Account/Login


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As always, please don’t hesitate to make contact via email or 
telephone with any queries, comments or concerns you may have. 

 

Helen Comfort - Executive Headteacher 
Matthew Lamprell – Headteacher 

office@stmarysprimary.net - 01304 206887 
 
 

Lunch Menu – Week One 
Week Beginning Monday, 5th January 2026 

 

If you pay for your child’s cooked lunch, the cost will be £2.75 a day.  This payment will be made directly to the school and 
must be paid for in advance.   Please note payment details below: 

 

Name of Account - KCC RE DOVER ST MARY'S CHURCH OF ENGLAND PRIMARY SCHOOL 
Sort Code - 60-60-08 

Account Number - 83294082 
Reference – [Child’s Name] Lunch 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Follow these links to our website and social media 
 

https://www.st-marys-dover.kent.sch.uk/ 
 

https://www.facebook.com/St-Marys-C-of-E-Primary-
School-820857021275490/ 

 

 
 
 
 

 

A polite reminder that, for the health 
and safety of our children, we kindly 

request that hot food and drinks 
are not permitted in pupils' lunchboxes. 

If you have any questions regarding 
this, please do contact the school 

office. Thank you for your 
understanding. 

 

Medication in School 
 

If your child requires medication throughout the 
school day, please hand this in at the office and 

complete a Parental Agreement for the Administration 
of Medicines form.  Please do not send any 

medication to school with your child, or in their school 
bag. 

 
Please also be advised, antibiotics can only be 

administered by the office if they are to be taken four 
times a day. 

 

mailto:office@stmarysprimary.net
https://www.st-marys-dover.kent.sch.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/St-Marys-C-of-E-Primary-School-820857021275490/
https://www.facebook.com/St-Marys-C-of-E-Primary-School-820857021275490/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


