
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

  

St Mary’s Church of England Primary School, Dover 
 

Learning for life with God as our guide 
 

Friday, 31st October 2025  

A Message from Mrs Comfort 
 

Welcome to Term 2, it is good to have everyone back in school. 
 

Staff Training 
Staff training for teachers on Monday was about the importance of speaking and listening and how we can help the 
children to use conversation skills to develop their learning. We recognise the important role which parents play in 
children acquiring early speaking and listening skills; talk with children is so important and we are happy to play our 
role in the development of these skills. 
 

We need you! 
Hopefully you will have seen the letter which came out this week about parent/carer consultation meetings which are 
being held during the week beginning 17th November. Please do sign up to see your child’s teacher. There is nothing 
to worry about these meetings and certainly no pressure – just an opportunity to have a chat about your child, how 
they are getting on with their learning and their classmates and to have a look at some of their school work. I hope 
that the way we are organising the times of these meetings fits in with you and look forward to seeing all of you at 
school at some point during that week. 
 

Class 5 Swimming 
Class 6 completed their swimming lessons last term and I am thrilled to say all of  the children made fantastic progress 
and the vast majority of them are now able to confidently swim at least 25 metres and perform a safe self-rescue – 
congratulations to all involved in these achievements.  
 

Class 5 start their school swimming lessons next week with two sessions each week for the next few weeks. Learning 
to swim is a crucial life skill and is a requirement of our national curriculum, we expect all children to take part in these 
lessons. I look forward to all of our children becoming confident swimmers! 
 

Wrap-around Care 
We were delighted to host the first of our wrap-around sessions on Tuesday. Childcare is now in place every day until 
5.45pm at school and we encourage our families to use this service. 
 

Full details can be found by following this link or by asking at the school office. 
 

https://jackinabox.magicbooking.co.uk/Identity/Account/Login 
 

Anti-Bullying Week 
The week commencing Monday 10th November, is Anti-Bullying Week. The theme this year is 
‘’Power for Good’. 
 

The Anti-Bullying Alliance says: ‘Every year, bullying impacts the lives of countless young people and silence helps it 
grow. That’s why, this Anti-Bullying Week, we’re empowering young people to use their Power for Good to safely speak 
up and raise awareness when they see bullying, face to face or online. 
 

Lasting change needs all of us. From playgrounds to parliament, our homes to our phones — we all have a part to 
play.  Together, we can use our Power for Good to end bullying — for good’.  
 

In school, your child will be participating in a range of activities; they will participate in discussions about bullying - 
what it is, what to do if they are being bullied or witnessing bullying and who they can reach out too. There will also 
be opportunities for them to reflect on their own actions and understand the impact that some actions can have. 
 

 

Our Christian Values 
Peace; Friendship; Respect; Trust; Perseverance 

 
    

 

https://jackinabox.magicbooking.co.uk/Identity/Account/Login


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GOLDEN MANNER POINTS 
 

1st – Class 3 – 92 points 

2nd – Class 6 – 88 points 

3rd – Class 4 – 85 points 

 

 

HOUSE POINTS 
 

1st – RAMSEY – 177 points 

2nd – TEMPLE – 154 points 

3rd – LANG – 152 points 

4th – FISHER – 141 points 

 
 

Collective Worship at St Mary’s CEP School, Dover 
 

The children returned to school enthused and full of discussion in Collective Worship. The week started off 

with Mr Lamprell reminding the children of our school's Christian values and three school rules; many 

examples of how we can demonstrate these were shared by the pupils.  
 

By discussing goals and targets for the term, the children were able to clearly explain how they are going 

to improve their handwriting and presentation skills - we look forward to seeing the progress.  
 

On Wednesday, Rev Claire shared the importance of wisdom; she explained the parable of Soloman 

asking God for wisdom in his dream - I wonder how you would describe someone who is wise? How do 

they inspire you?  
 

An inspired multiplication-themed Worship on Thursday was delivered by Mrs Fagg as she re-launched 

Timestables Rockstars (TTRS) - it was good to hear that many children are accessing this platform at home. 

Please do speak to your child's class teacher if you have any questions regarding this; it is imperative that 

your child is practising their timestable fluency.  
 

Finally, congratulations to our winners in Celebration Worship as many awards were shared, including our 

new 'Presentation Trophy' for each class - each child will have the chance to win this trophy and display it 

on their desk for the week if their child's class teacher recognises excellent effort and progress in 

presentation in work books! 

 

Spotlight on SEND… 
 

We are pleased to invite you to our Kent Adult Education course, 'Supporting Your Family 
Through Our Screen Obsessed World' - navigating the digital age with your child. 
 

Join us to find out how to: 
 

• Manage screen time 

• Understand the impact of technology on your child's development 

• Explore healthy habits 
 

The course is open to all parents/carers and will be hosted at St Mary's CEP on Wednesday, 19th November 
between 9:15am and 11:15am. 
 

Please confirm your attendance on the ParentMail app no later than Tuesday, 4th November 2025. 
 

Mrs Charlotte Burkett - SENCO 

 

Children in Need – Friday, 14th November 2025 
To raise money for Children in Need this year we will be hosting a ‘SPOTacular’ dress up day on 
Friday 14th November. The children can choose to wear yellow or /Pudsey items of clothing or, 
in support of our anti-bullying week work ‘Power for Good’, they may wear super hero 
costumes. If you are able to, we would appreciate a 50p donation for Children in Need.  
 

If your child does not decide to dress up, they are to wear school uniform as normal. We will be carrying out lots 
of fun activities during the day, including learning about why Children in Need is such an amazing charity! We look 
forward to having a SPOTacular day! 
 

Reception Class 2026 
Do you have a child born between 1st September 2021 and 31st August 2022?  If so they will be eligible to start 
school in September 2026.  
 

We invite families to book an appointment to come and have a look around our school at a time to suit. We have 
been overwhelmed with the number of New Intake Tours that Mr Lamprell has carried out already and are really 
pleased to meet with these families. Please remember to contact the office on 01304 206887 / 
office@stmarysprimary.net if you or anyone you know has a child due to start school. 
 

Wishing you all a good weekend. 
Mrs Helen Comfort – Executive Headteacher 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Term 2 2025 
 

Monday 3rd November: 

• Class 5 Swimming 

• Poppies on Sale 
 

Tuesday 4th November: 

• Football Club 
 

Wednesday 5th November: 

• Individual Pupil Photos 

• Class 5 Swimming 

• Drama Club 

• Multi-Skills Club 

• Art Club 
 

Thursday 6th November: 

• Class 4 Local Visit 

• Class 4 – Ukulele 

• Cricket Club 

• Computing Club 
 

Friday 7th November: 

• Primary School Applications Open 

• Class 4 Family Collection Worship 

• Forest School 
o Class 1 – morning 
o Class 4 – Afternoon 

• Science Club 
 

 

 

Learner of the Week 

Congratulations go to the following Learners of the Week: 
 

Class R – Turtles Class Learner of the Week is Ellis!  In Literacy, Ellis has enjoyed retelling 

 ‘The Gingerbread Man’ using our Talk for Writing actions.  He has also wowed us in phonics with his super 

reading and writing, and even though he finds it tricky, he continues to persevere. Well done Ellis! 
 

Class 1 – Alex is our Learner of the Week in Starfish Class as he has been working really hard to improve his 

letter formation!  He has really impressed us all with the effort he is putting into his writing, and has been 

concentrating hard in the classroom.  What an amazing week you have had Alex – we are all very proud 

of you! 
 

Class 2 – Our Learner of the Week in Otters Class is Jairah!  Jairah is kind, helpful and always ready to lend 

a hand.  She treats others with care and respect, and always follows our school rules.  Jairah perseveres 

when things are challenging, helping to create peace in the classroom and being a true friend to 

everyone. 
 

Class 3 – Puffins Class Learner of the Week is Daniela as she has had a fantastic first week back after half 

term!  Daniela has tried her best with all her learning and produced some brilliant work.  She especially 

enjoyed our English lesson and came up with some interesting and funny ideas to up level our model text 

‘How to Wash a Woolly Mammoth’.  Keep up the great work Daniela! 
 

Class 4 – Eavie-Mae is our Learner of the Week in Penguins Class as she has worked really hard in all subjects, 

and has been a superb role model for the rest of the class.  It has been lovely to hear Eavie-Mae’s super 

ideas in our class discussions, and she always shows our Christian values of friendship, perseverance and 

peace.  Well done Eavie-Mae! 
 

Class 5 – Our Learner of the Week in Orcas Class is Blessed as she shows all of our school values every day!  

Blessed’s effort in her learning, both in school and out, is commendable.  She is a kind and thoughtful friend 

and a helpful member of our class.  We are so proud of you Blessed – keep up the amazing work! 
 

Class 6 – Seahorses Class Learner of the Week is Eliza for the brilliant effort she has made towards all of her 

work.  Eliza is always focused and contributes to whole class learning; she is keen to share what she knows, 

and her confidence to do this has improved immensely.  She has created a wonderful story map of our 

newspaper report this week and we are all so very proud of her.  Well done Eliza! 

 

Go with the Flo… 
Time for Coats! 

 

As the weather begins to turn colder, 
we kindly ask all parents to ensure 
their children come to school dressed 
appropriately for the season. Please 
send your child 
 with a warm coat each day, as we continue to enjoy outdoor 
play and learning whenever possible. 
 

Layering up helps keep everyone comfortable and healthy 
during these brisk autumn days. Hats, gloves, and scarves are 
also welcome! But please ensure that you clearly mark each 
item with your child’s name. 
 

We do have a few donated coats in school so if you would like 
one please let me or the office staff know. 
 

Thank you for helping us keep our pupils warm and ready to 
learn. 
 

Mrs Debbie Morris – Family Liaison Officer 

 

 

 

On behalf of the Royal British Legion, we will be 
selling ‘Poppy Appeal’ gifts to show our respect 
and appreciation to all those brave individuals 
who fought in our World Wars. 
 
 

Paper poppies and gifts will be sold between 
Monday, 3rd and Thursday, 13th November. 

 
Children are welcome to purchase a paper poppy by making a 
kind donation.  
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dover Castle Geopark Festival 
 

Date: Saturday, 8th November 2025 
Time: 10:00am – 4:00pm - Last entry 3:00pm 

Venue: Dover Castle, Castle Hill, Dover, Kent, CT16 1HU 
 

Dover Castle are hosting a landmark day festival - and you're invited! Step into a landscape shaped over 400 million 
years and discover the hidden links between Kent and northern France. 
 

Get hands-on with real fossils, create geology-inspired art, and join interactive workshops, talks, walks, and 
performances that bring the stories of the Geopark to life. 
 

Event highlights include:  
 

• Exciting exhibitions and hands-on activities for all ages from partners including English Heritage, White 
Cliffs Countryside Partnership, Maison Dieu, Future Foundry, Dover Museum & more 

• Geopark Ambassador-led activities exploring the Castle and surrounding areas 

• Fun for all the family across the Castle grounds 

• Talk and book signing with Dr Anjana Khatwa, author of Whispers of the Rock. 

• Accessible Dover Castle Walk and Wheel | Cross-Channel Geopark 
 

Visit the website for more details about the festival programme 
 

Admission 
Enjoy free entry to Dover Castle if you’re a local resident or an English Heritage member: 
 

Residents living in postcodes CT15, CT16, and CT17 can visit free of charge as part of the Cross-Channel Geopark 
Festival celebrations. Please bring proof of address showing your postcode to gain free admission on the day. 
 

All festival activities are free to enjoy. Some sessions have limited capacity and will run on a first-come, first-served 
basis, or may require advance booking. 
 

Parking is limited, and holding a ticket does not guarantee a parking space, so please plan your journey accordingly. 
Dogs on leads are welcome in the outdoor areas of the site. For more details about on-site facilities, visit English 
Heritage’s Dover Castle facilities page. 
 

 
 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/talk-and-book-signing-the-whispers-of-rock-by-dr-anjana-khatwa-tickets-1795346261999?aff=oddtdtcreator&_gl=1%2A1olw3tx%2A_up%2AMQ..%2A_ga%2AMTY5ODIzODIxNy4xNzYwNjAzNDA3%2A_ga_TQVES5V6SH%2AczE3NjA2MDM0MDckbzEkZzAkdDE3NjA2MDM0MDckajYwJGwwJGgw
https://geoparktransmanche.org/en/events/accessible-dover-castle-walk/
https://geoparktransmanche.org/en/events/geopark-festival-events/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As always, please don’t hesitate to make contact via email 
or telephone with any queries, comments or concerns you 

may have. 
 

Helen Comfort - Executive Headteacher 
Matthew Lamprell – Headteacher 

office@stmarysprimary.net - 01304 206887 
 
 

Thought for the Week 

 

Lunch Menu – Week Two 
Week Beginning Monday, 3rd November 

2025 
 

If you pay for your child’s cooked lunch, the cost 
will be £2.75 a day.  This payment will be made 
directly to the school and must be paid for in 
advance.   Please note payment details below: 

 

Name of Account - KCC RE DOVER ST MARY'S 
CHURCH OF ENGLAND PRIMARY SCHOOL 

Sort Code - 60-60-08 
Account Number - 83294082 

Reference – [Child’s Name] Lunch 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Follow these links to our website and social media 
 

https://www.st-marys-dover.kent.sch.uk/ 
 

https://www.facebook.com/St-Marys-C-of-E-Primary-
School-820857021275490/ 
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https://www.facebook.com/St-Marys-C-of-E-Primary-School-820857021275490/

