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English Curriculum Intent, Implementation and Impact 

Intent 

English: 

At St. Mary's CEP, English and the teaching of English is the foundation of our curriculum. Our main aim is to ensure every single child becomes 
literate and progresses in the areas of reading, writing, speaking and listening. 

English is not only a daily discrete lesson, but is at the heart of the entire curriculum. By embedding this within all our lessons, we strive for a 
high-level of English for all. Through using high-quality texts, immersing children in vocabulary-rich learning environments and ensuring new 
curriculum expectations and the progression of skills are met, the children will not only enable them to become literate, but also develop a 
love of reading, creative writing and purposeful speaking and listening. 

Implementation 

Writing: 

At St. Mary’s CEP, we believe consistency and well-taught English is the bedrock of a valuable education, we ensure that the teaching of writing 
is purposeful, robust and shows clear progression for all children.  In line with the National Curriculum expectations, we ensure that each year 
group is teaching the explicit grammar, punctuation and spelling objectives required for that age group, facilitated by the use of a variety of 
resources including Talk for Writing.  From the earliest stages of emergent writing, we aim to foster a true love of storytelling and writing 
through the joy it is able to bring. 

We recognise the role that ‘talk’ plays in our understanding of the written word and so, through ‘Talk for Writing,’ children are regularly given 
opportunities to listen to and retell stories and non-fiction texts. Through retelling texts, using actions or drama to help internalise patterns, 
children are able to first imitate, but then innovate and invent their own version of a text.   Children are supported in their ability to innovate 
upon a known text through shared and guided writing, whilst the invention stage teaches children the subtleties of an author’s craft. 
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Children are encouraged to reflect on their own learning, and the learning of their peers, and to edit and improve their writing as a direct 
result. 

Children in all classes are taught handwriting skills using the ‘Letter-join’ handwriting programme.  

Reading: 

Children in Class R and 1 learn Phonics and reading daily using the 'Success for All' programme (accredited systematic synthetic phonics 
scheme). This is a systematic approach which uses synthetic phonics; the programme focused on repetition of sounds and reading using 
sounds with which the children are already familiar with (essential for reading and writing). Using a continuous and a variety of assessment 
methods, reading is further developed by providing children with a book appropriate to their reading level and phonic knowledge using 
pure decodable books. 

Once these skills are secured, discrete lessons for reading are incorporated into the morning session for all years from 2 to 6.  This ensures that 
Reading is explicitly taught every day.  With a structured plan of learning tasks used throughout the week, children are not only learning 
comprehension skills but also independence and a love of wider reading and exposure to rich vocabulary - this is absolute key in all sessions for 
all learners. 

In Class 2 the children then follow the ‘Routes to Reading programme’ that enables the children that have completed their phonics programme 
to embed their skills as readers. 

We further develop our readers using ‘Accelerated Reader' which provides books appropriate to each child’s word knowledge and checks for 
understanding through comprehension questioning linked to the National Curriculum domains; we encourage our children to take home and 
share these books with their parents/ carers. 

Accelerated Reader 

At St. Mary’s Church of England Primary school, we are committed to nurturing a love of reading in all children.  In KS2 classes, we use Accelerated Reader 
as a motivational tool, as well as a means of accurately assessing all children to make sure their book is appropriately matched to their level of 
understanding. 



St Mary’s Church of England Primary School 
English Progression of Knowledge and Skills  

 
 
 

At St Mary’s, we strive to provide a wide variety of teaching approaches to ensure children make good progress. English lessons will follow a clear and 
consistent teaching sequence, allowing children to develop into confident and successful learners.    

• Working Walls: Each class has a display which includes key knowledge and the big question linked to the class topic.  

• Text specific vocabulary: Vocabulary is added to working walls, highlighted to the children at the beginning of lessons and revisited.  

• Library: In our library there are a range of fiction and non-fiction books.  Children are encouraged to select a range of books when reading for pleasure. 

• Resources: Children will access a wide variety of texts as part of their every day experience in their classroom.  Book Corners are well managed and 
displays are carefully arranged to entice children to want to read for pleasure. 

• Assessment: Class teachers assess children’s progress on a daily basis.  Termly assessments are completed in phonics and reading. 

 

Impact 

• Children will become confident and able readers. 

• Children will be able to express their ideas fluently in writing so that others can read it. 

• Children will develop their own drive to read for pleasure and be able to talk about what they enjoy reading with others. 

 

Subject Leader – Mrs L Wallis 
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Writing 
 

Children will give 
meaning to the 
marks they make. 
 
Children will know 
how to write their 
name. 

Children will know 
how to write their 
name. 
 
Children will know 
how to write initial 
sounds. 

Children will know 
how to write 
CVC/CVCC words.  

Children will know 
how to write a 
short phrase. 

Children will know how 
to write a short 
sentence. 

Children will know 
how to read what 
they have written 
to check it makes 
sense. 
 

Handwriting Handwriting is 
taught 
continuously 
throughout the 
year, to learn the 
correct letter 
formation. 

Handwriting is 
taught 
continuously 
throughout the 
year, to learn the 
correct letter 
formation. 

Handwriting is 
taught 
continuously 
throughout the 
year, to learn the 
correct letter 
formation. 

Handwriting is 
taught 
continuously 
throughout the 
year, to learn the 
correct letter 
formation. 

Handwriting is taught 
continuously throughout 
the year, to learn the 
correct letter formation. 

Handwriting is 
taught 
continuously 
throughout the 
year, to learn the 
correct letter 
formation. 
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End Points  
Word Reading 

- I can sound out most phonemes and I am 
able to identify common digraphs. 
 
- I am beginning to blend simple CVC, CVCC 
words. 
 
- I am learning new GPCs. 
 
- I can read most Common Exception Words 
(CEW)from EYFS. 

- I can use my phonic knowledge to sound out 
digraphs and split digraphs. 
 
- I can sound out graphemes (letters or groups 
of letters) for all 40+ phonemes. 
 
- I can read GPCs within known words with 
increasing accuracy. 
 
- I can recognise familiar words (CEW) in 
simple texts. 

- I can use phonic knowledge to blend sounds 
together to read words, including long 
phonemes. 
 
- I can read words without overt sounding and 
blending after a few encounters 
- I can read the common exception words* 
 
- I can read accurately words containing GPCs 
that have been taught. 
 
- I can read familiar endings to words: ( s, :es, 
:ing, :ed, :er, :est). 
 
- I am beginning to spot errors in decoding and 
attempt to self-correct 
 
- I am starting notice contractions and am 
beginning to understand them. 
 
- I am starting to be aware of, and use, 
alternative sounds for graphemes 

Comprehension - I know a few familiar stories and I can recall 
some events. 
 
- I can use pictures and texts to identify 
meaning. 
 
- I can discuss some simple features; 
answering questions relating to, for example, 
changes in font size, details in illustrations or 
diagrams, identifying when somebody is 
speaking. 
 

- I know a range of familiar stories and I can 
talk about the main events, such as: beginning, 
middle and end. 
 
- I can use my knowledge of texts that I have 
read to answer questions. E.g. what typically 
happens to good and bad characters? 
 
- I can recognise the difference between 
fiction and non-fiction. 
 
- I understand the familiar structure in certain 
stories and I can join in with repeated 
language 

- I can identify the main events or key points in 
a text. 
 
- I can answer straight forward questions 
about a story. 
 
- I can recognise the difference between fiction 
and non-fiction. 
 
- I can recognise obvious story language- ‘Once 
upon a time, Big Bad Wolf…’ and recognise a 
range of patterns in texts, including stories, 
rhymes and non-fiction. 
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- I understand the features of a book and use 
these to help me understand what it is about. 
E.g. Title, blurb…  
 
- I can join in with group reading of familiar 
stories. 
- I can ask what unfamiliar words mean and 
remember them the next time I come across 
them. 
 
- I recognise what a poem is and understand 
some sounds rhyme. 
 
- I am familiar with some traditional tales and I 
know some of the features 
 
- I can say what I like about a story. 
 

 
- I can use my knowledge of texts to support 
reading of unfamiliar words. 
 
- I can guess what new words mean, using 
clues from my teacher. 
 
- I understand rhyming words and how they 
can be used in poems. 
 
- I know a few traditional tales very well and I 
know the key characteristics. 

 
- I can explain clearly my understanding of 
what is read to me 
 
- I can recognise repetition of language in my 
reading. 
 
- I can discuss what new words mean, linking 
new meanings to those I already know. 
 
- I can appreciate rhymes and poem and recite 
some by heart. 
 
- I am very familiar with key stories, fairy 
stories and traditional tales, retelling them 
and considering their particular 
characteristics. 
- I can participate in discussion about what is 
read to me, taking turns and listening to what 
others say. 

 Making Inferences - I can use stories I have already read to 
support my predictions. 
 
- I can understand what the main characters 
are doing. 
 

- I am beginning to understand how the 
characters have an impact on the main events 
in a story. 
 
- I know the general structure of the texts I am 
reading and can make a prediction based on 
these. 
 
- I understand the feelings of the main 
characters within a story. 

- I can express opinions about main events and 
characters in a story. 
 
- I can make simple predictions about the 
characters. 
 
- I can recognise why a character is feeling a 
certain way. 
 
- I can link what I read or hear to my own 
experiences, with support.  

Spelling  I am beginning to spell 
common exception 
words. 

I am developing 
confidence to spell 
common exception 
words 

I am developing 
confidence to spell 
common exception 
words 
 
 

 I am confident in 
spelling common 
exception words 
 

 I can challenge myself to 
spell more complex 
words. 
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 I am beginning to name 
the letters of the 
alphabet 

I am developing 
confidence to name the 
letters of the alphabet. 
 
 

I can recall the letters of 
the alphabet from 
memory confidently. 
 

I can recall the letters of 
the alphabet from 
memory confidently. 
 

  

 I can add ‘ing’ to basic 
root words (verbally). 
 

 I can add ‘ing’ to basic 
root words (verbally and 
confidently). 
 

I am developing 
confidence to add ‘ing’ 
to basic root words in 
my written work 
 
 

I can confidently add 
‘ing’ to basic root words 
in my writing 
 
 I am beginning to add 
‘ed’, ‘er’, ‘est’ to a basic 
root word where no 
change is needed in 
spelling 

I am developing 
confidence to add ‘ed’, 
‘er’, ‘est’ to a basic root 
word where no change 
is needed in spelling 
 

I am confident adding 
‘ed’, ‘er’, ‘est’ to a basic 
root word where no 
change is needed in 
spelling 

 I can say a verb is a 
‘doing word’. 
 

I can identify and tell 
someone a verb is a 
‘doing word’. 
 

I can begin to identify 
verbs in writing  

I am developing my 
confidence in identifying 
a verb in writing. 

I can confidently identify 
a verb in my writing. 

I can challenge myself to 
use verbs accurately in 
my writing 

 I can say the days of the 
week  

I am beginning to 
recognise the spellings 
of the days of the week 

I am developing my 
confidence in spelling 
the days of the week 

I am consolidating my 
spelling of the days of 
the week.  

  I can spell the days of 
the week. 
 

    I am beginning to 
understand the 
difference between 
singular and plural. 
 

  I understand and use 
singular and plural and 
add correct suffixes. 
 
I can add the prefix ‘un’ 
and recognise its 
impact. 
 
 I can add suffix ing to a 
root word where no 
change is needed in 
spelling 

 

 I can say a word slowly 
to hear all the 
phonemes 
 
-I can segment spoken 
words into individual 
phonemes 
 

 I can say a word slowly 
to hear all the 
phonemes 
 
-I can segment spoken 
words into individual 
phonemes 
 

I can represent the 
phonemes I hear with 
increasing phonic 
plausibility 
 
- I can apply simple 
spelling rules. 
 

  

 
 I can confidently spell 
words containing the 40 
phonemes. 
 
I can confidently use 
letter names to 
distinguish between 
different spellings with 
the same sound. 
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-I can represent the 
phonemes I hear with 
phonically plausible 
spellings (ie not always 
correctly) 
 
 
 

-I can represent the 
phonemes I hear with 
phonically plausible 
spellings (ie not always 
correctly) 
 
 

 

 
 I am able to use 
different ways of 
spelling long vowel 
phonemes. 
 
 

 

   I can begin to write a 
simple dictated 
sentence, word by word  

I can begin to write a 
simple dictated 
sentence 

 I can write a simple 
dictated sentence with 
growing confidence  

I can write a simple 
sentence with 
confidence  

Handwriting - I am beginning to sit 
correctly at the table. 
 
 

  I can sit correctly at the 
table with reminders  

 

 I can sit at the table 
correctly without 
reminders  

 - I am beginning to hold 
a pencil comfortably and 
correctly, appropriately 
to my ‘preferred’ hand 
 
 

 - I am gaining 
confidence in holding a 
pencil comfortably and 
correctly, appropriately 
to my ‘preferred’ hand 
 

 - I can hold a pencil 
comfortably and 
correctly, appropriately 
to my ‘preferred’ hand 
with confidence. 
 

 

 - I am beginning to write 
lower case letters in the 
correct direction, 
starting and finishing in 
the correct place.  
 
 

- I am beginning to write 
lower case letters 
in the correct 
direction, starting 
and finishing in the 
correct place with 
increasing 
confidence  

- I can write lower case 
letters in the correct 
direction, starting and 
finishing in the correct 
place.  
 
- I can form an 
increasing number of 
capital letters correctly. 
 
 
 

- I am beginning to 
identify letters that 
belong to the same 
‘handwriting families’. 
 

- I am beginning to write 
letters that are all a 
consistent size. 
 
- I am beginning to join 
letters that belong to 
the same ‘handwriting 
families.’ 
 
 

 

   - I am beginning to form 
full stop, question mark 
and exclamation mark.  
 

- I can form full stop, 
question mark and 
exclamation mark, 
increasingly without a 
reminder 
 
 

 - I can form full stop, 
question mark and 
exclamation mark with 
confidence.  
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 I am beginning to form 
the digits 0-9. 

 
-  

I am beginning to form 
the digits 0-9 with 
increasing 
confidence. 

 
-  

I am beginning to form 
the digits 0-9 with 
confidence. 

 
-  

I can form the digits 0-9 
with accuracy and 
confidence.  

  

 I am beginning to form 
some capital 
letters 

 

I am forming some 
capital letters with 
increasing 
accuracy. 

I can form many of my 
capital letters with 
increasing confidence. 

I can form many of my 
capital letters with 
confidence. 

I can form the 
majority of capital 
letters with 
increasing 
confidence.  

I can form all my 
capital letters with 
confidence 

Composition I can begin to plan or 
say out loud what I am 
going to write about. 
 
 
- I can begin to compose 
a sentence orally before 
writing. 
 
 
-I can begin to repeat 
my sentence before 
writing so that it is clear 
in my head and helps 
me to remember it. 
 
 
 
- I can begin to 
sequence sentences to 
form short narratives. 
  
 
- I can write in a variety 
of different genre 
including: poetry, real 
events, fictional 
experiences and for 
different purposes. 
 

I can plan or say out 
loud what I am going to 
write about with 
increasing confidence. 
 
- I can compose a 
sentence orally before 
writing with increasing 
confidence. 
 
-I can repeat my 
sentence before writing 
so that it is clear in my 
head and helps me to 
remember it, with 
increasing confidence. 
 
 
- I can begin to 
sequence sentences to 
form short narratives. 
  
 
- I can write in a variety 
of different genre 
including: poetry, real 
events, fictional 
experiences and for 
different purposes. 
 

I can plan or say out 
loud what I am going to 
write about with 
confidence. 
 
- I can compose a 
sentence orally before 
writing with confidence. 
 
 
-I can repeat my 
sentence before writing 
so that it is clear in my 
head and helps me to 
remember it with 
confidence. 
 
 
- I can sequence 
sentences to form short 
narratives with 
increasing confidence.  
 
- I can write in a variety 
of different genre 
including: poetry, real 
events, fictional 
experiences and for 
different purposes. 
 

I can plan or say out 
loud what I am going to 
write about with 
confidence. 
 
- I can compose a 
sentence orally before 
writing with confidence. 
 
 
--I can repeat my 
sentence before writing 
so that it is clear in my 
head and helps me to 
remember it with 
confidence. 
 
 
- I can sequence 
sentences to form short 
narratives with 
increasing confidence.   
 
- I can write in a variety 
of different genre 
including: poetry, real 
events, fictional 
experiences and for 
different purposes. 
 

I can plan or say out 
loud what I am going to 
write about with 
confidence. 
 
- I can compose a 
sentence orally before 
writing with confidence. 
 
 
-I can repeat my 
sentence before writing 
so that it is clear in my 
head and helps me to 
remember it with 
confidence. 
 
 
- I can sequence 
sentences to form short 
narratives confidently.  
 
 
- I can write in a variety 
of different genre 
including: poetry, real 
events, fictional 
experiences and for 
different purposes. 
 

I can plan or say out 
loud what I am going to 
write about with 
confidence. 
 
- I can compose a 
sentence orally before 
writing with confidence. 
 
 
-I can repeat my 
sentence before writing 
so that it is clear in my 
head and helps me to 
remember it with 
confidence. 
 
 
- I can sequence 
sentences to form short 
narratives confidently.  
 
 
- I can write in a variety 
of different genre 
including: poetry, real 
events, fictional 
experiences and for 
different purposes. 
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- I can use and apply 
what I have learnt 
through sentence and 
word work 
 
- I can re-read with an 
adult, what I have 
written to check that it 
makes sense. 
 
- 
 
 
 
 
 
 
- I can begin to evaluate 
what I have written with 
the teacher. 

- I can use and apply 
what I have learnt 
through sentence and 
word work 
 
- I can re-read with an 
adult, what I have 
written to check that it 
makes sense. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
- I can evaluate what I 
have written with the 
teacher with increasing 
confidence. 

- I can use and apply 
what I have learnt 
through sentence and 
word work 
 
- I can begin to re-read 
what I have written, on 
my own, to check that it 
makes sense. 
 
- I am beginning to read 
aloud my writing clearly 
enough to be heard by 
my peers and the 
teacher. 
 
- I can evaluate what I 
have written with the 
teacher confidently.  

- I can use and apply 
what I have learnt 
through sentence and 
word work 
 
- I can begin to re-read 
what I have written, on 
my own, to check that it 
makes sense. 
 
- I can read aloud my 
writing clearly enough 
to be heard by my peers 
and the teacher with 
some confidence. 
 
- I can begin to evaluate 
what I have written with 
the teacher or another 
pupil. 

- I can use and apply 
what I have learnt 
through sentence and 
word work 
 
- I can re-read what I 
have written to check 
that it makes sense with 
increasing confidence. 
 
- I can read aloud my 
writing clearly enough 
to be heard by my peers 
and the teacher with 
growing confidence. 
 
- I can evaluate what I 
have written with the 
teacher or another pupil 
with increasing 
confidence. 

- I can use and apply 
what I have learnt 
through sentence and 
word work 
 
- I can re-read what I 
have written to check 
that it makes sense with 
confidence. 
 
- I can read aloud my 
writing clearly enough 
to be heard by my peers 
and the teacher with 
confidence. 
 
- I can evaluate what I 
have written with the 
teacher or another pupil 
confidently. 

Vocabulary& Grammar - I use a simple sentence 
structure. 
 
- I understand what a 
statement is. 
 
- I can understand what 
a question is. 
 
- I understand what an 
exclamation is. 

 - I am beginning to use 
the conjunction ‘and’, 
call it a ‘joining word’ 
and am beginning to use 
other joining words e.g. 
but. 
 
- I can use a simple 
sentence structure.  
- I can use a question. 
 
- I can use an 
exclamation. 
 
- I am beginning to use 
adjectives (colour, 

shape, size, emotion). 
 
 

 - I can use the 
conjunction ‘and’. 
 
- I am beginning to use a 
series of simple 
sentence structures 
which may be repeated 
to write a story or 
recount. 
 
- I can write a 
statement, question and 
exclamation 
appropriately. 
  
- I can use adjectives to 
create an effect. 
 
- I can write a simple 
sentence dictated by the 
teacher.  
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Punctuation - I can leave spaces between my words to help the 
reader see what I have written. 
 
- I use full stops. 
 
- I can match familiar looking capital and lower-case 
letters 
-I can write capital letters at the start of some words 
e.g. my name 

- I use capital letters and full stops throughout my 
writing.  
 
- I understand what a sentence is and that it has a 
capital letter and a full stop.  
 
- I can match capital letters and lower-case letters 
which are visually dissimilar 
I can write an increasing number of capital letters 
(e.g. in the days of the week and my friend’s names) 
 

- I can use capital letters for proper nouns. 
 
- I can use capital letters, full stops, question marks 
and explanation marks to demarcate sentences. 
 
- I am aware of all capital letters/lower case pairs 
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- Independently I show an interest in illustrations and 
print in books and the environment. 
 
- I know that information can be relayed in the form 
of print. 
 
- I can hold books the correct way up and turn pages. 
 
- I can listen to and join in with stories and poems, 
one-to-one and also in small groups. 

- I can look at books independently. 
 
- I can handle books carefully. 
 
- I know that print carries meaning and, in English, is read from left to right 
and top to bottom. 
 
-I know that in English we have a return sweep at the end of each line 
 
- I am developing one to one matching of words on the page with the 
word I speak  
 
-I can point to each word as I read 
 
- I understand the concepts of letter/words/ initial letter/grapheme 

- I enjoy an increasing range of books. 
 
- I can use vocabulary and forms of speech that are 
increasingly influenced by my experience of books. 
 
-I am secure with one to one matching 
 
-I am able to control all aspects of book handling and am 
consistent with the direction I look at print when reading 

- I enjoy rhyming and rhythmic activities. 
 
- I show awareness of rhyme and alliteration. 
 
- I recognise rhythm in spoken language. 
 
- I can continue a rhyming string. 
 
- I can recognise familiar words and signs such as my 
own name and advertising logos. 
 
-I can hear syllables and clap the number I can hear 

- I can locate the initial letter in words and say the initial sound. 
 
- I can segment the sounds in simple words and blend them together.  
 
- I am starting to link sounds to letters 

- I can link sounds to letters, naming and sounding the 
letters of the alphabet. 
  
- Begins to read words and simple sentences. 
 
- I am able to monitor if my reading is phonically correct 
 
- I self-correct sometimes if my reading is not phonically 
correct 

- I can join in with repeated refrains and anticipate 
key events and phrases in rhymes and stories. 

- I am beginning to be aware of the way stories are structured. 
 
- I can suggest how the story might end. 
 
- I can adapt my prediction if the story ends in a different way 
 
- I can listen to stories with increasing attention and recall. 

- I can describe main story settings, events and principal 
characters. 
 
- I know that information can be retrieved from books and 
computers. 
 
-I am able to monitor if my reading doesn’t make sense 
 
-I self-correct sometimes if reading doesn’t make sense 

 
Spelling 

- I can segment spoken words into phonemes and 
represent these using graphemes spelling some 
correctly  
 
-I can segment multi-syllabic words 
 

-I can segment spoken words into phonemes and 
represent these by graphemes, spelling many 
correctly 
 
- I can add suffixes to spell some words correctly in 
my writing (e.g –ment, -ness, ful, less, ly) 

- I can add suffixes to spell most words correctly in 
my writing (less, ment, ness, ful, ly, ) 
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- I can identify a homophone 
 
 
 
 
- I can spell some common exception words 

 
-I can spell some words with contracted forms 
 
-I can spell many common exception words 
 
- I can identify a near homophone. 
 
-I can write simple sentences using Grapheme 
Phoneme Correspondences (GPC). 

-I can spell most common exception words 
 
-I can spell most words with contracted forms 
 
 
- I can distinguish between  
homophones and near homophones. 
 
-I am aware that words are not always spelt like they 
sound 

Handwriting - I can form lower-case letters in the correct 
direction, starting and finishing in the right place 
 
- I can form lower-case letters of the correct size 
relative to one another in some of my writing 
 
 
-I can use spacing between words 

-I am using the diagonal and horizontal strokes 
needed to join letters in some of my writing 
 
-I am writing capital letters and digits of the correct 
size, orientation and relationship to one another and 
to lower case letters 
 
-I am using spacing between words that reflects the 
size of the letters 
 
 
- I am starting to use lead-ins 

-I am using the diagonal and horizontal strokes 
needed to join letters in most of my writing 
 
-I am developing a joined style and fluent style 

Writing 
Composition 

- I enjoy writing simple messages for myself, my 
friends and other adults to read 
 
I am beginning to write simple narratives from 
personal experiences. 
 
- I need to plan or say out loud what I am going to 
write, sentence by sentence. 
 
- I can reread my writing with the teacher to check 
for improvements. 

 

- I am happy to improve aspects of my writing 
 
-I can write simple narratives from personal 
experiences. 
 
- I can create a simple written plan using some key 
words to help 
 
- I am beginning to independently reread to check my 
writing makes sense. 

- I take pride in my writing 
 
-I can write for different purposes. 
 
- I can write a simple plan including a range of 
features. 
 
- I can check my writing makes sense and make 
improvements.  
 
-I can develop and order my ideas through 
participation in drama/role play/improvisation 
-I can use new vocabulary in my writing, which I have 
taken from my reading/whole class discussions 
 

 

 
Vocabulary & 

Grammar 

- I can use ‘and’ or ‘but’ to join my sentences. 
 
- I can identify subordinating conjunctions within a 
text such as: when, if, that, because. 

- I can use sentences with different forms in my 
writing (statements, questions, exclamations and 
commands) for effect. 
 

-- I can use sentences with different forms in my 
writing (statements, questions, exclamations and 
commands) for effect. 
 



St Mary’s Church of England Primary School 
English Progression of Knowledge and Skills  

 
 

 
 
- I can identify adjectives and their effect on the 
reader. 
 
- I can identify past and present tense verbs. 
 
-I can write sentences dictated by the teacher. 

 
- I can use coordination ( ‘and’ ‘or’ ‘but’) to join my 
sentences. 
 
- I can use some subordinating conjunctions such as: 
when, if, that, because. 
 
- I can use expanded noun phrases to describe and 
specify 
 
- I can identify imperative verbs. 
 
- I can use the past and present tense  mostly 
correctly and consistently 
 
- I can use simple gender forms. 
 
- I can use a string of capital letters for effect 

- I can use appropriate conjunction in my writing. 
 
- I can select appropriate sentences for effect. 
 
- I can use appropriate adjectives in my writing. 
 
- I am beginning to use appropriate imperative verbs.  
 
- I can consistently use the present and past tense of 
verbs in my writing. 
 
-I can write simple sentences using exception words 
and punctuation. 
 
-I can discuss language using an increasing number of 
technical terms 

Punctuation - I can demarcate some sentences with capital letters 
and full stops 
 
- I can explain why a proper noun needs a capital 
letter. 
 
- I can identify different apostrophes and discuss how 
they are used. 
 
- I can explain what a comma does. 

- I can demarcate most sentences with capital letters 
and full stop and with some use of question marks 
and explanation marks  
 
- I can use capital letters for proper nouns. 
 
- I am beginning to use apostrophes for possession. 
 
- I am beginning to use commas in a list. 
 
- I can identify speech marks in a text 

-I can use the full range of punctuation taught at Key 
Stage 1 mostly correctly 
 
- I can use apostrophes for contractions e.g. don’t 
 
- I can use apostrophes for possession. 
 
- I can use commas to form a list. 
 
- I can use speech marks  
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End Points - I can read an increasing number of exception 
words. 
 
- I can read aloud using a range of strategies 
appropriately, including decoding, to establish 
meaning. 
 
-I can apply my increasing knowledge of root words, 
prefixes and suffixes 
 

- I can read an increasing number of exception 
words. 
 
- I can read aloud with expression and intonation 
taking into account punctuation. 
 
-I can apply my increasing knowledge of root words, 
prefixes and suffixes 
 
 
 

- I can read an increasing number of exception 
words. 
 
- I can read aloud with intonation and expression, 
taking into account higher grade punctuation. 
 
-I can apply my increasing knowledge of root words, 
prefixes and suffixes 
 
-I can test out different pronunciations of longer 
words 

Comprehension - I can summarize and explain the main points in a 
text. 
 
- Begin to use knowledge of alphabet to locate 
information and meaning (dictionary/index). 
 

- I am able to quote directly from the text to support 
thoughts and discussions. 
 
- I can increasingly use knowledge of alphabet to 
locate information and meaning 
 
 

- I can locate information by skimming (for a general 
impression and scanning (to locate specific 
information). 
 
- I can use text marking to support retrieval of 
information or ideas from texts (e.g. highlighting, 
notes in the margin). 

Themes and 
Conventions 

 
- I can briefly summarize the difference between a 
fiction and non-fiction text, giving examples. 
 
-I can recognise some differences between different 
poems 
 
- I can explore some straightforward underlying 
themes and ideas. 

 
- I am beginning to identify the differences between 
a wider range of non-fiction text types (e.g. 
instructions, explanation, poetry) and fiction texts.  
 
-I can recognise presentation devices e.g. numbering 
and headings in instructions 
 
-I can use some appropriate vocabulary to describe 
different poems 
 
- I can summarize and explain the main points in a 
text. 

 
- I can identify differences between different fiction 
and non-fiction genres. 
 
-I can name different types of poems 
 
-I can discuss the merits of different presentational 
devises in helping clarity of meaning 
 
 - I can summarize and explain the main points in a 
text, referring back to the text to support this. 

Language for effect - I can identify where language is used to create 
mood, build tension or ‘paint a picture’. 
 
- I can explain the meaning of WOW words in 
context. 
 
- I can explore potential meaning of ambitious 
vocabulary read in context. 
 

- I can comment on author’s choice of language to 
create mood and build tension. 
 
- I can explore potential meanings of WOW words 
read in context. 
 
 
- I can clarify the meanings of ambitious words 
and/or phrases in context. 
 
- I can discuss how the words make me feel 

- I can identify language features of some different 
text types (e.g. that the language of recount is 
different to the language of instructions). 
 
- I can clarify the meaning of WOW words and/or 
phrases in context. 
 
- I can talk about the effects of different words and 
phrases to create different images and atmosphere 
(powerful verbs, descriptive adjectives and adverbs). 
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I can discuss why the author might have chosen 
these words/phrases 

 

 
Spelling 

 
- I can use the first letter of a word to check its 
spelling in a dictionary. 
 
- I can use some strategies to help me learn to 
spell words 

 
- I can use the first two or three letters of word to check its 
spelling in a dictionary. 
 
-I am using an increasing range of strategies to help me learn 
new words 
 
-I am able to practice new spellings and check whether I have 
written them correctly 

 

 
- I use a dictionary to edit my writing. 
 
- I can talk about how I use apostrophes in my 
writing.  
 
- I can spell further homophones 
 
- I can spell words that are often misspelt 

Handwriting - I can write capital letters and digits of the 
correct size, orientation and relationship to one 
another and to lower case letters. 
 
- I can use spacing between words that reflects 
the size of the letters. 
 
- I am beginning to use the lead in and lead out 
strokes to join my letters (see school h/writing 
policy). 
 
-I can check that lines of writing are spaced 
sufficiently so that the ascenders and descenders 
of letters do not touch 

- I understand which letters are best left un-joined. 
 
-I can check on the consistency of my handwriting e.g. 
ensuring that the downstrokes of letters are parallel and 
equidistant 

- I correctly form my ascenders and descanters. 
 
-I take pride in how my writing looks 
 
- I can check all aspects of clarity and consistency 
in my handwriting 

Writing 
Composition 

- Working towards Step 12 - Working towards Step 12 - I can talk about a genre of writing identifying is 
structure, vocabulary and grammar 
 
- I can discuss and record my ideas. 
 
- I can compose and rehearse sentences orally 
improving them through a range of varied and 
rich vocabulary and range of sentence structures. 
 
- I can organise my writing in paragraphs around a 
theme. 
 
- I can use the features of non-narrative material. 
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- I can create settings, characters and plot in 
narrative writing. 
 
- I can write in a variety of genre. 
 
 - I can proof read my work to check for spelling, 
grammar and punctuation errors. 
 
- I can assess the effectiveness of my own and 
others writing and suggest improvements. 
 
- I can propose changes to grammar and 
vocabulary to improve consistency including the 
accuracy of pronouns. 
 
- I can read aloud to a group or class using the 
appropriate intonation and control the tone and 
volume so that the meaning is clear. 
 
- I can evaluate what I have written with the 
teacher or another pupil. 

 
Vocabulary & 

Grammar 

- I am beginning to use a variety of conjunctions, 
adverbs and prepositions to express time and 
cause.  
 
- I am beginning to identify and understand the 
main clause in a sentence. 
 
- I understand the term paragraph as a way of 
grouping related material. 
 
- I understand what a noun or pronoun is and am 
beginning to use these in my writing. 
 
- I understand that bossy verbs are known as 
imperative verbs. 
 
- I understand the term preposition in relation to 
position. 
 
- I can develop the range of time and linking 
words used to start sentences. 
 

- I can use a variety of conjunctions, adverbs and prepositions 
to express time and cause.  
 
- I am developing the use of the main clause in a sentence. 
 
- I can plan to use paragraphs to group related material. 
 
- I can identify regular and irregular verbs. 
 
- I understand the difference between a clause and a phrase. 
 
- I can use preposition to show position of objects in relation 
to one another. 
 
- I can use a variety of sentence openers to add interest. 
 
- I can use selected adjectives to create variety and add 
impact. 

 

- I can use the main clause in a sentence. 
 
- I am beginning to identify the subordinate 
clause in a sentence.  
 
- I am confidently using paragraphs to structure 
my writing in a variety of genre. 
 
- I can use nouns or pronouns appropriately to 
avoid repetition. 
 
- I am beginning to use a range of regular and 
irregular verbs. 
 
- I can accurately use preposition to show position 
of objects in relation to one another. 
 
- I can develop my repertoire of sentence 
openers. 
 
- I can consider the impact that different 
adjectives have in my writing. 
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- I can classify adjectives. 
 
- I can develop my use of adverbs.  
 
- I understand how to use the determiner a, or, 
an according to whether the next word begins 
with a consonant or vowel. 

 

 
- I consistently use the correct determiner. 

 

Punctuation - I can confidently use capital letters and full 
stops to demarcate a sentence. 
 
- I am developing confidence in using inverted 
commas in direct speech. 
 
- I am confidently using commas in a list. 

- I can punctuate speech accurately in my writing. 
 
- I am beginning to use a comma to mark a pause in a complex 
sentence. 

 

- I can use speech appropriately in my writing. 
 
- I can use commas to mark a pause in a complex 
sentence. 
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End Points 
Word Reading 

- I can usually read a range of appropriate 
texts with fluency and accuracy. 
 
- I can recognise prefixes and suffixes in 
words. 
 
- I can read some (Year 4/5 Common 
Exception words) understanding the 
correspondence between spelling and sound. 
 

- I can read a range of appropriate 
texts fluently and accurately, 
including exception words. 
 
- I can use syllables to read unknown 
polysyllabic words, including 
knowledge of common prefixes and 
suffixes (un-im-por-tant). 
 

- I can read aloud with pace, fluency and expression, taking punctuation and 
author’s intent into account. 
 
- I can explore potential meaning of ambitious vocabulary read in context 
(using knowledge of etymology-word origin), morphology-form and structure 
of the word, i.e. the root word plus prefix and/or suffix or the context of the 
word. 
 
I can read most (Year4/5 HFW), understanding the correspondence between 
spelling and sound. 

Comprehension - I can use knowledge of text structure to 
locate information. 
 
 

- I can skim and scan to identify key 
ideas and answer questions from a 
text. 
 
 

- I can locate information quickly and effectively from a range of sources by 
using techniques such as text marking and using indexes/contents pages. 

Themes and 
Conventions 

- I can identify the various features of fiction 
genres (e.g. science fiction, adventure, 
autobiography, diary, mystery etc.). 
 
-I can recognise key themes in what I have 
read 

- I can compare and talk about the 
structures and features of a range of 
non-fiction texts. 
 
-I can compare key themes across 
different books 
 
 

- I can compare the structure of different stories to discover how they differ in 
pace, build up, sequence, complication and resolution. 
 
-I can discuss key themes in what I have read e.g. triumph of good over 
evil/revenge 

 Language for Effect  
- I can talk about the author’s choice of 
language and its effect on the reader in a 
range of texts. 
 

 
- I can read between the lines, using 
clues from action, dialogue and 
description to interpret meaning 
and/or explain what characters are 
thinking/feeling and the way they act. 

 
- I can discuss how and why the text affects the reader and refer back to the 
text to back up a point of view. 

Making Inferences - I am continuing to talk about the effects of 
different words and phrases to create 
different images and atmosphere (powerful 
verbs, descriptive adjectives and adverbs). 
 
- I can infer meaning, using evidence from 
the text and wider experiences. 
- I can predict what might happen by quoting 
directly from the text. 

- I confidently talk about the effects 
of different words and phrases to 
create different images and 
atmosphere (powerful verbs, 
descriptive adjectives and adverbs). 
 
- I can infer and deduce meaning 
based on evidence drawn from 
different points in the text. 
 
- I can refer to the text to support 
opinions and predictions (sum up 
what I have found/ 

- I can work out the meaning of unknown words from the way they are used in 
context. 
 
- I can discuss messages, moods, feelings and attitudes using the clues from the 
text, by means of inference and deduction skills. 
 
- I can refer to the text to support opinions and elaborate (sum up what I have 
found/ discussed/thought about; make a point/state my thoughts and ideas; 
find evidence in and/or around the text to support my views; clarify my 
thinking by elaborating on and justifying my views, using additional evidence 
and linking to wider knowledge/experiences). 
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discussed/thought about; make a 
point/state my thoughts and ideas; 
find evidence in and/or around the 
text to support my views). 

 

 
Spelling 

 
- I understand the basic rules for singular and plural 
nouns. 
 
- I can apply rules when using an apostrophe for 
possession. 
 

 

 
- I can use the standard English forms verb inflections 
(e.g. we were not we was). 
 
- I can use the first two or three letters of word to check 
its spelling in a dictionary. 

 
- I can use and apply each of the rules within my writing. 
 
-I can locate words which are often missspelt in my own 
and other’s writing 
 
- I can practice these words in order to learn the 
accurate spelling 

Handwriting - I can write capital letters and digits of the correct 
size, orientation and relationship to one another 
and to lower case letters. 
 
- I can use spacing between words that reflects the 
size of the letters. 

- I can use the diagonal and horizontal strokes that are 
needed to join letters and understand which letters, 
when adjacent to one another, are best left un-joined. 

- I am increasing the legibility, consistency and quality of 
my handwriting.  

Writing 
Composition 

- Working towards Step 15 - Working towards Step 15 - I can talk about a genre of writing identifying is 
structure, vocabulary and grammar. 
 
- I can discuss and record my ideas. 
 
- I can compose and rehearse sentences orally 
improving them through a range of varied and rich 
vocabulary and range of sentence structures. 
 
- I can organise my writing in paragraphs around a 
theme. 
 
- I can use the features of non-narrative material. 
 
- I can create settings, characters and plot in narrative 
writing. 
 
- I can write in a variety of genre. 
 
 - I can proof read my work to check for spelling, 
grammar and punctuation errors. 
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- I can assess the effectiveness of my own and others 
writing. 
 
- I can propose changes to grammar and vocabulary to 
improve consistency including the accuracy of 
pronouns. 
 
- I can read aloud to a group or class using the 
appropriate intonation and control the tone and 
volume so that the meaning is clear. 
 
- I can evaluate what I have written with the teacher or 
another pupil. 

 
Vocabulary & 

Grammar 

- I can explain what the present perfect form of 
verbs means. 
 
- I can express time, place and cause using 
conjunctions (when, before, after). 
 
- I can identify the main clauses in sentences I have 
written. 
 
- I can understand and identify fronted adverbials. 
 
- I am developing my use of specific nouns and 
powerful verbs. 
 
- I am beginning to use a dictionary to check the 
meaning of new words. 
 
- I am becoming familiar with using a thesaurus to 
expand vocabulary.  
 
- I am using a range of nouns or pronouns. 
 

 

- I can use the present perfect form of verbs in contrast 
to the past tense. 
 
- I can use pronouns appropriately to avoid repeating the 
noun. 
 
- I can express time, place and cause using conjunctions, 
adverbs or prepositions. 
 
- I can identify the main and subordinate clause in a 
sentence. 
 
- I can use paragraphs as a way to group related 
material. 
 
- I am beginning to use fronted adverbials. 
 
- I can choose specific nouns and powerful verbs 
depending on the purpose of my writing. 
 
- I can compare the apostrophe for omission with the 
apostrophe for possession. 
 
- I can explain and demonstrate the difference between 
plural and possessive ‘s’. 
 

 

- I can correctly use the present perfect tense in 
contrast to the past tense in my work. 
 
- I use pronouns accurately in my work. 
 
- I use these accurately in my work. 
 
- I can use a variety of sentences with more than one 
clause. 
 
- I can demonstrate my understanding in my writing. 
 
- I can use fronted adverbials 
 
- I can confidently use nouns and pronouns. 
 

 

Punctuation - I can use inverted commas to punctuate direct 
speech. 

- I can punctuate speech accurately in my writing. 
 

- I consistently use speech punctuation, commas and 
apostrophe in my writing. 
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- I can apply rules when using an apostrophe for 
possession. 

- I can use commas after fronted adverbials. 
 
- I can use a comma to mark a pause in a complex 
sentence. 
 
- I can indicate possession by using the possessive 
apostrophe with plural nouns. 
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End Points Word 
Reading 

- I can read unknown words with prefixes and 
suffixes and I am beginning to make connections 
between words. 

- I can read most words, understanding the impact of 
prefixes and suffixes on root words and can practice 
making connections with the words 

- I understand the history of words and the 
relationship between them to help me read unknown 
polysyllabic words.  
 
- I can confidently understand the impact of prefixes 
and suffixes on root words. 
 
- I can read all Year4/5 Common Exception Words 

Comprehension - I can identify the different features of fiction and 
non-fiction genres. 
 
- I can compare, contrast and evaluate different non-
fiction texts. 
 
- I can discuss my understanding of a text. 
 
I can skim to identify key ideas.  
 
 
- I can make simple comparisons between books. 
 

- I can identify the individual genre in a mixed genre 
text e.g. an explanation within an information text. 
 
- I can consolidate and discuss my understanding of a 
text by identifying the purpose of the author. 
 
- I can skim and scan non-fiction texts to speed up 
research. 
 
 
 - I can make comparisons between books, 
commenting on similarities and differences. 
 

- I can identify, collate and discuss the key ideas and 
information from a range of sources. 
 
- I can talk confidently about the purpose of the text 
and the specific intentions of the author. 
 
- I can ask questions to clarify my understanding. 
 
- I can use what I know about text structure to find 
information.  
 
- I can compare, contrast and evaluate different 
books. 

Themes and 
Conventions 

- I can use the way in which a text is organised to 
help me understand. 
 
 
- I can talk about books, discuss the main points and 
build on my reasoning. 

- I can comment on the structural choices an author 
has used to organise a text. 
 
 
- I can begin to take part in discussions, listening to 
others’ ideas and building on them. 

- I can recognise language that is a feature of a 
particular genre and how this contributes to 
meaning. 
 
- I can confidently  take part in discussions, listening 
to others’ ideas and build on them to support the 
development of my ideas. 

Language for Effect - I can comment on how an author has used language 
and its effect upon the reader. 
 

- I can identify and articulate my response to the 
effect of figurative and descriptive language. 
 

- I can discuss the difference between literal and 
figurative language and the effects of imagery. 
 

Making Inference - I can recognise which characters the author wants 
the reader to like/dislike. 
 
- I can make simple predictions about a story. 

- I can explain what I think the character’s personality 
is like by referring to their behaviours. 
 
- I can state my predictions for the story, using 
evidence from the book. 

- I understand the thoughts and feelings of 
characters by referring to their actions. 
 
- I can justify my opinion. 
 
- I can explore texts to support and justify my 
predictions and opinions. 
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Spelling 

- I understand how to use further prefixes and 
suffixes. 
 
- I can distinguish between more complex 
homophones and other words which are often 
confused 

- I can spell words on the Year 5/6 list. 
 
- I can use a dictionary to check the spelling and 
meaning of words. 

- I can use the first three or four letters of a word to 
check spelling, meaning or both of these in a 
dictionary. 
 
- I can use a thesaurus to define words and collect a 
variety of words to support writing. 

Handwriting - I can write legibly and fluently. - I can write legibly and fluently with increasing 
speed. 

- I can write legibly and fluently with increasing 
speed. 

Writing 
Composition 

- I can discuss audience and purpose of writing to 
help me select the appropriate form of writing. 

- I am beginning to draft and write by selecting 
appropriate grammar and vocabulary. 

- In narratives I can describe setting, characters and 
atmosphere and am beginning to include dialogue. 

- I can proof-read for spelling and punctuation. 

- I am beginning to develop ideas for writing, drawing 
on reading and research from secondary resources. 

- I am beginning to organise and present my writing 
using devices that structure text and guide the 
reader. 

- I can usually use the correct tense throughout a 
piece of writing. 

- I am beginning to check for correct subject and verb 
agreement. 

- I can use some ideas from authors I have read, 
listened to, or seen performed in my own writing. 

- I can sometimes précis longer passages. 

- I can, with peer support, evaluate and edit by 
assessing the effectiveness of my own and others 
writing. 

- I can usually propose changes to vocabulary, 
grammar and punctuation to enhance effects and 
clarify meaning. 
 

 

 
Vocabulary & 

Grammar 

- I am beginning to understand how the passive 
affects the presentation of information. 
 
- I am beginning to identify the difference between 
formal and informal speech structures. 
 
- I am beginning to identify and explain how noun 
phrases convey precise information. 

- I can sometimes demonstrate how to use the 
passive to affect the presentation of a sentence. 
 
- I can sometimes write appropriate sentences using 
formal and informal speech. 
 
- I can sometimes show examples in my work of use 
of expanded noun phrases. 

- I can often use the passive accurately in my work. 
 
- I can often select appropriate formal or informal 
speech dependent on genre or audience and use the 
subjunctive forms. 
 
- I can often use expanded noun phrases for effect in 
my independent writing. 

Punctuation - I can identify a comma, bracket or dash within a 
text and explain how it is used. 
 
- I can identify colons within a text and explain how it 
is used. 

- I can use a comma, bracket or dash with accuracy 
and confidence within my writing. 
 
- I can use colons with accuracy and confidence 
within my writing. 

- I can always use commas, brackets or dashes 
appropriately and independently in my writing. 
 
- I can always use colons where appropriate 
independently. 
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End Points  
Word Reading 

- I know how to read most unfamiliar words and can 
predict the meaning of related words using my 
knowledge.  (e.g. words with the prefix circum 
meaning around). 

- I can read almost all words accurately. 
 
- I use my knowledge of word history and the link 
between words to suggest meaning. 

- I am able to read accurately all words (including 
those containing suffixes and prefixes) and can 
predict the meaning, using my knowledge of the 
history of words and the relationship between them. 

 
Comprehension 

- I can clearly identify and retrieve relevant points 
and key ideas from different points in a text and 
across a range of texts. 
 
-I can retrieve information from non-fiction 
 
- I can talk confidently about the purpose of the text 
and the specific intentions of the author, using 
examples from the text. 
 
- I can ask questions to confirm what I already know. 
 
- I can use my skills of skimming, scanning, text 
marking and knowledge of the genre to identify the 
main points. 
 
-I can summarise main ideas, identifying key details 
and using quotations for illustration 
 
 - I can compare and contrast the styles of different 
writers and provide examples. 
- I am able to link them with my own ideas to 
support what I say. 

-I can read aloud with confidence and fluency with 
intonation that shows understanding 
 
-I can work out the meaning of words from the 
context 
 
- I can discuss the purpose, audience and 
organisation of different fiction/non-fiction texts. 
 
- I can use the way text types are organised to help 
me sustain understanding over longer texts. 
 
- I can ask and respond to  
questions about a text to demonstrate my 
understanding. 
 
- I can use my skills of skimming, scanning, text 
marking and knowledge of genre to identify and 
record the key features/information. 
 
 - I can compare, contrast and explore the styles of 
writers and poets, finding examples in the text.  
- I use their knowledge to support my own ideas. 

- I can discuss the purpose, audience and 
organisation of different fiction/non-fiction texts, 
evaluating their success. 
 
- I can apply my knowledge of word reading skills to a 
range of different contexts to support my 
understanding of a text. 
 
- I can ask and respond to questions to demonstrate 
a secure understanding. 
 
- I can collect and organise key ideas from a range of 
sources and present this to others. 
 
 - I can describe and evaluate the styles of different 
writers, finding examples and justifying my 
interpretations 
- I am able to state why I believe they have valid 
points and use the text to clarify. 

 
Themes and 
Conventions 

 
- I can identify the ways in which one paragraph is 
linked to the next. 
 
- I can take part in discussions, taking account of 
what others say and comment on their ideas. 
 
 

 
- I can comment on and compare the language 
choices the author has used over a range of non-
fiction texts. 
 
- I am able to analyse what others’ say to support 
my own ideas linked to a text. 

 
- I can explore how the way in which a text is 
organised, language features and choice of specific 
vocabulary supports the writer’s theme and purpose, 
providing examples. 
 
- I can analyse and critically analyse others ideas 
courteously. 

Language for Effect  
- I can identify how the author has created 
messages, moods, feelings and attitudes through 
vocabulary choices. 
 

- I can clearly identify the effect the writing has on a 
reader, and begin to explain how this impact has 
been created. 
 
-I can evaluate how authors use language, including 
figurative language, considering the impact on the 
reader 

- I can analyse, compare and contrast how different 
authors use literal and figurative techniques to 
create imagery. 
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- I can make comparisons within and across books 

Making Inferences - I understand the motives of characters; I can 
explain their personality, with evidence from the 
text, to justify this. 
 
- I can refer to the text to support my predictions 
and provide examples. 

-I can explain and discuss my understanding of what 
I have read, drawing inferences and justifying these 
with evidence  
 
-I can predict what might happen from details stated 
and implied 
 
- I understand why characters feel and act the way 
they do. I can refer to their personality, using 
examples to justify their motives. 
 
- I understand how the author uses hidden 
messages to imply what might happen. 

- I can predict how a character will react to 
situations, based on my understanding of their 
personality and previous actions. 
 
- I can use hidden messages and action from the text 
to make a sound prediction; I use evidence from the 
text to support this. 

 

 Term 1 and 2 Term 3 and 4 Term 5 and 6 

 
Spelling 

-I can spell most words correctly, including common 
exception words (years 3 & 4) 
 
-I can spell some words correctly including common 
exception words (years 5 & 6) 
 
 
 I can use further prefixes and suffixes. 
 
- I can spell many words with silent letters. 
 
- I can always distinguish between more complex 
homophones. 

- I can spell most words correctly, including 
common exception words on the year 5 and 6 word 
list. 
 
- I can independently use a dictionary to check the 
spelling and meaning of words. 

- I can always use the first three or four letters of a 
word to check spelling meaning or both of these in 
a dictionary. 
 
- I can choose to use a thesaurus to define words 
and collect a variety of words to support writing. 

Handwriting  
-I can produce legible joined writing 

 

-I can maintain legibility, fluency and speed in 
handwriting through choosing whether or not to 
join specific letters 

I can write fluently in a consistent style 
appropriate for the task 

Composition I can write for a range of purposes and audiences 
 
-I can use paragraphs to organise my ideas 
 
-I can describe setting and characters 
 
 

I can write for a range of purposes and audiences 
(including writing a short story) 
 
- I can organise and present my writing using 
devices that structure text and guide the reader, 
e.g. heading, bullet points and underlining. 

I can write for a range of purposes and audiences 
 
-I can manage shifts between levels of formality 
through selecting vocabulary precisely and by 
manipulating grammatical structures 
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- I can select the appropriate form of writing after 
identifying the audience and purpose of the writing. 
 
- I can draft and write by selecting appropriate grammar 
and vocabulary and understand how such choices can 
change and enhance meaning. 
 
 
-I  can create atmosphere, and integrate dialogue to 
convey character and advance the action 
 
- I can proof read for spelling and punctuation errors 
and to improve my work. 
 
--I can use some cohesive devices within and across 
sentences and paragraphs 

- I can develop ideas for writing, drawing on reading 
and secondary resources 
 

- I can ensure the consistent and correct use of 
tense throughout a piece of writing 
 
- I can assure correct subject and verb agreement 
when using singular and plural 
 
-I can select vocabulary and grammatical structures 
that reflect the level of formality required mostly 
correctly  

 
-I can use a range of cohesive devices, including 
adverbials, within and across sentences and 
paragraphs 

- I can use ideas from authors I have read, listened 
to, or seen performed in my own writing 
 
- I can précis longer passages. 
- I can evaluate and edit by assessing the 
effectiveness of my own and others writing. 
- I can propose changes to vocabulary, grammar 
and punctuation to enhance effects and clarify 
meaning. 
 
-I can select verb forms for meaning and effect 
 
-I can proof read my own writing 
 

 

 
Vocabulary & 

Grammar 

- I understand how the passive affects the presentation 
of information. 
-I can use different verb forms mostly accurately 
 
- I can identify the difference between formal and 
informal speech structures. 
 
- I can identify and explain how noun phrases convey 
precise information. 
 
-I can use co-ordinating and subordinating conjunctions 
 
 
 

 

 
-I can use passive and modal verbs mostly 
appropriately 
 
 
- I can use adverbs, preposition phrases and 
expanded noun phrases effectively to add detail, 
qualification and precision 
 
-I can use a wide  range of clause structures, 
sometimes varying their position within the 
sentence 
 

 

- I can use the passive accurately in my work. 
 
 
-I can select verb forms for meaning and effect 
 
 
- I can select appropriate formal or informal 
speech dependent on genre or audience and use 
the subjunctive forms. 
 
- I can use expanded noun phrases for effect in my 
independent writing. 
 
-I can use and understand grammatical 
terminology accurately and appropriately in 
discussing my writing and reading  

Punctuation - I can identify a semi-colon, colons and dashes within a 
text and explain how they are used (boundaries and 
lists). 
 
-I can use capital letters, full stops, question marks, 
exclamation marks, commas for lists and apostrophes 
for contraction mostly correctly 
 
 
- I understand that an ellipsis is an omission of a word. 

-I can use inverted commas, commas for clarity and 
punctuation for parenthesis mostly correctly, and 
making some correct use of semi-colons, dashes, 
colons and hyphens 
 
 I can use semi-colons, colons and dashes 
(boundaries and lists). 
 
- I can use an ellipses as an omission of a word. 
 

- I can use the full range of punctuation taught at 
key stage 2, including colons and semi-colons to 
mark the boundary between independent clauses, 
mostly correctly 
 
 independently use semi-colons, colons and dashes 
accurately (boundaries and lists). 
 
- I can use ellipses accurately in my work. 
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- I can identify how an author uses bullet points within a 
text. 

- I can use bullet points to list information. - I can use bullet points appropriately. 
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Handwriting  

At St. Mary’s Church of England Primary School, we are very proud of our pupil’s handwriting and take particular care in our handwriting style. We use 

Letter-join’s on-line handwriting resource and Lesson Planners as the basis of our handwriting policy as it covers all the requirements of the National 

Curriculum. 

Objective 

Handwriting is a basic skill that influences the quality of work throughout the curriculum. By the end of Key Stage 2 all pupils should have the ability to 

produce fluent, legible and, eventually, speedy joined-up handwriting, and to understand the different forms of handwriting used for different purposes.  

Our intention is to make handwriting an automatic process that does not interfere with creative and mental thinking.  

Aims: 
• To develop a neat, legible, speedy handwriting style using continuous cursive letters, which leads to producing letters 

and words automatically in independent writing. 

• To establish and maintain high expectations for the presentation of written work. 

• For pupils to understand, by the end of Year 6, the importance of neat presentation and the need for different 

letterforms (cursive, printed or capital letters) to help communicate meaning clearly. 

Expectations 

All teaching staff are encouraged to model the printed or cursive style of handwriting chosen for each year group in our 

school in all their handwriting, whether on whiteboards, displays or in pupils’ books. 

Consistency throughout the school  

Pupils should experience coherence and continuity in the learning and teaching of handwriting across all school years and be encouraged to take pride in 

the presentation of their work. Our objective is to help pupils enjoy learning and developing their handwriting with a sense of achievement and pride. 
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Handwriting frequency 

Handwriting is a cross-curricular task and will be taken into consideration during all lessons. Formal teaching of handwriting will be carried out regularly and 

systematically to ensure Key Stage targets are met. 

Pens and pencils 

Children will start handwriting using a soft pencil. When fine motor skills have been established a handwriting pen can be used.  

 

Inclusion 

For children who experience handwriting difficulties due to fine motor development, including those who are left-handed 

and those with special educational needs, the appropriate additional support will be put into place. Letter-join’s Lesson 

Planners all include differentiation activities for extra practice/challenge. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



St Mary’s Church of England Primary School 
English Progression of Knowledge and Skills  

 
 

 

The St Marys Church of England Primary School Values linked to English 

Peace Friendship Respect Trust  Perseverance 

 
    

To reflect on different 

stories from other cultures 

and discover key messages. 

To join in with others to 

create dramas or ‘shows’  

 

To understand and 

appreciate different 

authors and their styles. 

To feel the freedom of being 

able to communicate with 

others through writing and 

reading. 

To keep trying even when 

something is challenging. 

To enjoy reading for own 

enjoyment for relaxation or 

fun. 

To work collaboratively to 

share ideas 

To appreciate a wide range 

of different text types from 

around the world. 

To be able to put maximum 

effort in to constantly 

improving reading and writing 

standards both in school and 

at home. 

To be willing to edit and 

improve their writing 

independently and to listen 

to the ideas of others. 

To be able to communicate 

effectively with others and 

share ideas. 

To share books with others 

and discuss 

recommendations. 

To empathise with 

characters from texts and 

explain their point of view. 

To participate eagerly in 

learning and engage to the 

best of our abilities so that 

learning is maximised. 

To be able to communicate 

challenging new concepts 

and ask for help. 

 


